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[  COMFORTING  THE  AFFLICTED  AND  AFFLICTING  THE  COMFOBTADLE  SINCE  1000  NOVEMBER  2002 


EVEN  THOUGH  THE  TOOLS  OF  WAR  MAY  HAVE  EVOLVED  OVER  THE  AGES,  THE  BASIC  MOTIVATIONS  OF  WAR 
HAVE  REMAINED  UNCHANGED:  THE  EXPANSION  OF  A  TRIBE'S  TERRITORY.  RESOURCES  AND  POWER. 


BUT,  ALONG  THE  WAY,  IT  SEEMS  WE  HAVE  LOST  THE  SPIRITUAL  DIMENSION  TO  OUR  COMMON  STRUGGLE. 
IT  HAS  BEEN  REPLACED  BY  RHETORIC,  DEMAGOGUERY  AND  PROPAGANDA,  ALL  AMPLIFIED  BY  THE  MEDIA. 


VOTE 


by  Peter  Claudius 

I  encouraged  the  late  Victor  Miller  to  print 
his  recommendations  in  the  New  Mission 
News  at  election  time,  and  I  always  voted 
the  NMN  ticket — partly  because  of 
laziness,  but  mostly  because  I  had 
confidence  in  the  basic  rightness  of  Victor’s 
opinion.  He  had  been  explaining  politics  to 
me  for  thirty  years,  and  I  learned  most  of 
what  I  know  about  the  subject  from  him. 

But  Victor  is  gone,  and  I  will  be  the  first  to 
admit  I  haven’t  anything  like  his  grasp  of 
the  Byzantine  convolutions  of  San 
Francisco  politics.  I’ve  never  met  anyone 
else  who  did.  It  was  one  of  his  amazing 
qualities,  one  which  endeared  him  to  his 
readers  and  lent  an  authority  to  his  opinions 
which  I  shall  not  try  to  claim  for  my  own. 
So  why  print  any  recommendations, 
endorsements  or  caveats  in  the  New 
Mission  News  at  election  time.?  I’ve 
watched  the  pageant  of  city  politics  for 
thirty  years,  and  voted  in  all  the  elections, 
but  I’ve  never  been  a  player  nor  planned  to 
become  one.  At  first,  I  thought  to  just  print 
a  matrix  or  chart  showing  the  positions 
held  by  the  supervisorial  candidates  in  our 
two  local  contested  districts,  on  the 
propositions  currently  before  the  voters,  as 
a  kind  of  guide  or  scorecard  showing  who 
stood  for  what.  I  expected  to  find  this 
seemingly  simple  and  straightforward 
information  displayed  on  the 
candidates’websites,  or  in  their  printed 
literature,  but  in  a 

remarkable  number  of  cases  it  was  simply 
nowhere  to  be  found. 


Initially,  only  the  website  of  the 
controversial  Chris  Daly  came  right  out  and 
stated  his  position  on  all  the  local  issues 
before  the  voters  in  this  election.  A  few  of 
the  other  candidates  returned  my  phone 
calls  and  told  me  where  they  stood;  many 
did  not.  Some  were  unreachable;  one  was  in 
jail.  One,  Eileen  Hansen,  promptly 
responded  by  putting  the  information  up  on 
her  website,  explaining  she  hadn’t  realized 
it  wasn’t  already  there.  I  extend  my  thanks 
to  the  candidates  who  were  forthcoming. 
About  the  others,  I  can  only  wonder 
whether  they  were  trying  not  to  alienate 
potential  supporters  by  expressing  opinions 
with  which  those  voters  might  disagree,  or 
if  they  were  ashamed  of  their  opinions,  or  if 


maybe  they  simply  didn’t  actually  have  any 
opinions  to  express.  In  any  case,  there 
wasn’t  enough  data  for  much  of  a  chart. 
.(Though  the  BAY  GUARDIAN  made  a 
pretty  big  one  showing  the  .opinions  of 
every  political  club  and  Tobby  and 
newspaper  (including  this  one) 
and  even  of  a  few  elected  officials,  but  they 
too  had  nothing  from  the  candidates.) 

The  more  I  studied  the  issues  and  listened 
to  one  mendacious  chucklehead  after 
another  express  his  version  of  the  solemn 
truth,  the  more  I  came  to  feel  that  if  I  were 
to  publish  what  sense  I  was  able  to  make  of 
the  issues,  it  was  unlikely  to  do  any  hamf 
JSo  I  restricted  myself  to  the  City 


Propositions;  this  is,  after  all,  a 
neighborhood  newspaper.  And  here  it  is. 

Proposition  A  will  authorize  spending  a 
little  over  a  billion  and  a  half  bucks 
repairing  the  city’s  water  system.  Property 
owners  tend  to  hate  it,  especially  if  they 
were  here  to  see  their  water  bills  skyrocket 
in  the  early  eighties  when  Mayor  Feinstein 
replaced  the  sewer  system.  Most  rental  units 
in  San  Francisco  have  water  and  garbage 
costs  included  in  the  rent  for  the  following 
reason:  if  a  water  or  garbage  bill  is  not  paid 
promptly,  the  City  takes  over  collecting  it, 
adds  a  fine  to  the  amount  owed  which  often 
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Extended  holiday  hours 
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de  dia  festivo 


Tuesday  November  26th:  9am-10pm 
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Holiday  Pies  available 


Tenemos  tortas  de  dia  festivo 

Largest  selection  of  healthy  &  delicious 
holiday  pies,  sweets  &  breads  in  the  Bay 
Area  featuring  100%  organic  pies  &  sweets! 
Come  to  us  for  your  special  bakery  needs! 
We  have  a  wide  variety  of  tasty  wheat-free, 
vegan,  dairy-free,  sugar-free  &  gluten-free 
bakery  products. 

Vegan  pies:  Assorted  varieties  of  fruit  pies 
including  Honey  pumpkin  &  Maple  pecan. 
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Heritage  Foods 

Organic  pumpkin  in  can 
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grey  sea  salt,  a  wide  variety  of  flours, 
sugars  &  much,  much  more. 
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Letters 


HOMEGROWN  HYPOCRISY 


A  LETTER  TO  THE  READERS  OF 
THE  NEW  MISSION  NEWS  FROM 
EILEEN  HANSEN,  CANDIDATE 
FOR  SUPERVISOR,  DISTRICT  8. 

The  impact  of  the  loss  of  Victor  Miller  to 
our  community  is  just  beginning  to  sink  in 
for  many,  and  will  be  felt  for 'years  to 
come.  San  Francisco  and  its  Mission 
District  have  always  been  a  home  for  civic 
engagement  and  the  advocacy  of  rights  for 
the  most  vulnerable  sectors  of  our  society. 
As  we  head  into  some  difficult  times,  with 
Bush  pushing  for  war  in  Iraq  and  the 
economy  of  our  country  (including  our 
City)  at  a  record  low,  I  want  to  stand  with 
the  New  Mission  News  as  we  move: 
forward  together  in  continuing  our  efforts  - 
to  create  a  caring  community. 

There  are  tough  issues  we're  facing  in  San 
Francisco's  November  elections: 
affordable  housing,  homelessness,  fair 
elections,  ’neighborhood  empowerment, ' 
protection  of  our  nonprofits,  and  choice  as 
to  who  will  represent  our  voices  in  City 
politics.  I  ask  for  your  support  in  helping 
to  carry  on  our  legacy  as  a  progressive 
City  with  a  unique  spirit  of  humanity  and 
great  pride  in  caring  for  our  people  and 
our  surroundings. 

I  hope  readers  of  New  Mission  News  will 
help  inform  our  neighbors  and 
communities  about  the  candidates  and 
propositions  on  the  November  ballot, 
especially  the  'Care  Not  Cash’  and  'HOPE' 
propositions  (N  and  R,  respectively). 

Proposition  R,  'HOPE,'  deludes  voters  into 
false  hope  for  affordable  housing  by 
suggesting  an  option  for  renters  to 
purchase  their  apartments  through  a 
,condo-ization  process  that  will,  in 
actuality,  leave  most  renters  unable  to 


purchase.  Prop  R  overturns  existing  rent 
control  of  buildings  if  just  one  in  four  of 
the  occupants  is  able  to  consider  taking 
advantage  of  the  HOPE  program. 

Proposition  N,  'Care  Not  Cash,'  could  be 
devastating  for  homeless  residents  of  San 
Francisco  facing  an  increasingly  hostile 
environment.  Spearheaded  by  Mayoral 
hopeful  Gavin  Newsom  and  financed  by  • 
big  business  interests,  Prop  N  plays  on 
residents’  empathetic  impulses  to  address 
our  increasingly  problematic  homeless 
situation.  Words  like  'care'  are  used  while, 
in  fact,  no  care  in  the  form  ■  of  new  or 
improved  services  is  offered  and;  instead, 
tire  already  meager  financial  assistance 
received  by  those  who  are  homeless  is  cut, 
with  no  alternative. 

For  those  of  us  who  really  care  about  all  the 
residents  of  San  Francisco,  the  Novembei 
elections  are  important  ones.  I  hope  readers 
will  take  the  time  needed  to  become 
informed  on  the  many  candidates  and  issues 
as  we  struggle  to  continue  guiding  San 
Francisco  as  a  beacon  of  humanity  for  this 
country. 

In  the  spirit  of  the  New  Mission  News,  past 
and  future,  I  hope  you'll  go  to  the  polls  on 
November  5  (or  vote  absentee  before  that) 
and  support  me  as  your  new  Supervisor  in 
District  8.  For  info  on  the  boundaries  of 
District  8  (which  have  recently  changed  to 
include  more  of  the  Mission)  or  for  info  on 
our  campaign  and  the  ballot  propositions, 
please  call  552-0345  or  go  to  our  website  at 
www.eileenhansenSF8.info. 


In  struggle, 

Eileen  Hansen 
Candidate  for  Supervisor 
District  8 


VICTOR  THE  INFLICT® R 


Once,  a  long  time  ago,  we  would  gather 
each  morning  in  the  Clarion,  unsuspecting 
of  the  memories  we  were  making.  Annie 
and  Chu,  Moira  and  Ludes...  they  worked 
there.  And  at  a  big,  heavy,  round  table 
would  sit  Victor  The  Inflictor,  The  Dog  of 
Steel,  Miller  and,  among  very  few 
others,  myself.  I  was  The  Monkey,  a 
name  bestowed  upon  me  by  Annie  and 
Chu.  We  all  had  at  least  one  thing  in 
common  besides  having  very  little 
money...  we  were  intellectuals  whose 
individual  purposes  for  existence  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  accepted  "norms" 
of  the  real  world.  Miller  had  already 
begun  his  journey  into  madness,  being 
constantly  led  and  accompanied  by  his 
"little  people."  They  did  not  really  bother 
us  very  much  since  none  of  us  could  see 
them.  The  Dog  of  Steel  had  his  holograms 
to  make  and  Victor  the  Inflictor  his  paper 
to  get  out,  while  myself  ,  well  I  taught 
dance  and  lived  in  my  car  with  my  dog 
Bruno  and  cat  Messerschmitt.  In  the 
evenings,  the  Clarion  was  my  home  and  I 
became  the  bouncer,  ejecting  drug 
addicts,  pimps  and  drunks  for  Annie  and 
Chu. 

Years  passed.  Victor  the  Inflictor  became 
my  good  friend  and,  I  like  to  think,  I 
became  his.  At  that  time  he  lived  on  the 
couch  in  his  small  office  above  the  Bank 
of  California.  He  knew  everyone  and 
helped  most  of  them  ,  including  me.  He 
was  devoted,  clever  and  a  survivor.  I  did 
write  a  few  articles  for  the  paper  and 
helped  him  with  layout,  but  mostly  I 
helped  him  with  things  that  no  one  else 
would  do.  Like  the  time  I  cut  the  lock  off 


the  gas  shutoff  and  turned  the  gas  back 
on  so  an  old  Latino  woman  could  have 
heat  in  the  dead  of  winter.  Or  the  times  I 
helped  him  "collect".  He  always 
impressed  me  with  how  he  could  get 
what  he  wanted,  usually  by  manipulating 
the  great  manipulators  themselves.  But 
when  all  else  failed,  he  would  never 
hesitate  to  stick  his  thick  neck  out  and 
bend  the  rules.  All  this  was  done  for  the 
paper  or  to  help  those  who  needed  it.  I 
still  owe  him  $5  and  it  was  not  easy  to  get 
that  out  of  him. 

The  Victor  I  knew  was  a  man  who 
suffered  for  the  paper.  He  suffered 
toothaches,  insults,  lack  of  food  money 
and  sometimes  even  lack  of  cigarettes. 
The  paper  always  came  out,  and  each 
morning  we  would  gather  at  the  Clarion. 
I  admired  him  and  always  will.  We 
watched  horror  films  in  the  old  Mission 
Cinema  and  interviewed  whores  in  front 
of  the  Victoria  Theatre  on  Capp  St.  We 
drank  lots  of  coffee  day  and  night  and 
laughed  at,  and  with  one  another.  We 
suffered  for  our  dreams  and  we  created. 
Victor  the  Inflictor,  Victor  the  Assistor, 
Victor  the  Writer,  the  Philosopher,  the 
Critic,  the  Intellectual,  the  Editor-in- 
Chief...  Victor'  fny  friend.  Memories... 
drinking  at  the  Dover  Club...  delivering 
the  paper.,.,  "eating  out"  at  the  Sincere... 
and  you  sacrificing  to  get  that  damned 
paper  out  and  help  the  damned  whoever 
they  were...  I  shall  always  cherish  them, 
now  more  than  I  ever  realized.  I  salute 

Stephan  Buchanan 

Monkey  Boy 


Western  Civilization  has  painted  a  picture 
of  terrorism  that  resembles  a  machine  gun 
toting,  turban  wearing  Arab.  This 
understanding  of  what  a  terrorist  is 
unfortunately  lacks  the  objectivity  of  self- 
examination,  which  profiles  terrorists 
based  upon  an  ethnic  stereotype.  The 
American  Standard  Dictionary  provides  a 
generic  definition  of  a  terrorist  as 
“someone  who  attempts  to  further  their 
agenda  by  employing  violence  to  incite 
fear,  or  a  violent  protester.”  As  will  be 
demonstrated,  persons  and  situations  that 
are  entirely  in  step  with  this  definition  are 
apparent  at  even  the  earliest  stages  of  the 
socialization  process,  and  their  effects 
have  infected  even  the  most  powerful 
institutions,  leaving  them  in  a  hypocritical 
quandary  concerning  their  “war  on 
terrorism.” 

Analysis  of  the  earliest  of  pertinent 
institutions  within  western  civilization 
inevitably  brings  the  elementary 
educational  system  into  view.  An  element 
of  apathy,  and  in  some  cases  even  a 
nurturing  of  a  “persuasion-  through- 
punches”  ideology,  is  clearly  present. 
Children  who  exploit  others  by  way  of 
their  physical  prowess  are  too  often 
rewarded  for  their  aberrant  behavior  with 
popularity  and  status.  An  overemphasis 
upon  athletics  reinforces  this  type  of 
exploitive  behavior.  There  are  far  too  few 
exceptions  to  the  rule  that  western 
educational  systems  sublimate  academics 
to  athletics.  At  the  same  time,  the  very  top 
of  the  social  hierarchy  in  these  institutions 
is  occupied  by  hulking  “mental  midgets,” 
while  veritable  geniuses  are  subjected  to 
daily  regimens  of  torturous  social 
conditions.  “Bullys”  seem  to  be  as 
inseparable  from  the  cultural  memory  of 
the  west  as  having  one’s  milk  money 
stolen,  demonstrating  a  certain  level  of 
indifference  regarding  these  problems. 
These  simple  principles  are  undoubtedly 
some  of  the  origins  of  conditioning  that  is 
designed  to  placate  individuals  into  an 
acquiescence  to  terrorism  throughout  their 
lives. 

The  lack  of  will  to  find  viable  solutions  for 
the  condition  discussed  in  the  previous 
paragraph  reaches  new  levels  of  inequity 
through  gender-specific  impairment. 
Biological  predisposition  giving  males 
more  muscle  mass  than  their  counterparts 
automatically  puts  females  at  a 
disadvantage  within  western  educational 
systems.  Females  have  no  realistic  chance 
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of  competing  in  the  same  league  as  males, 
and  are  oftentimes  unable  to  participate  as 
a  result.  When  there  are  female  sport 
leagues,  they  enjoy  a  turnout  that  is  a 
fraction  of  that  of  the  boys’  team.  Even  if 
girls  were  biologically  equipped  to  have 
equal  muscle  mass,  social  stigmatization 
makes  this  taboo,  thereby  worsening  the 
situation.  It  is  disturbing  that,  although 
social  evolution  has  taught  that  none  are  to 
be  penalized  for  non-mutable 
characteristics,  especially  by  public 
institutions,  this  condition  continues.  This 
genealogical  bias  is  again  demonstrated  by 
the  domestic  violence  that  has  run 
unchecked  in  western  culture  for  too  long, 
and  is  arguably  the  most  frequent  type  of 
violence  within  this  culture.  This  latter 
social  epidemic  of  domestic  violence  can 
be  directly  attributed  to  the  former 
obstacle  analyzed.  Every  major  city,  in  the 
United  States  and  other  countries  with 
similar  cultures,  stands  as  an  living 
example  of  the  rampant  terrorism  that  is 
being  allowed  and,  as  previously 

discussed,  actually  promoted.  Homicide 
and  violent  crime  have  reached 
unprecedented  levels  in  many  locations  of 
the  United  States.  One  is  hard-pressed  to 
find  any  major  municipality  of  the  United 
States  without  at  least  one  district  where 
violence  is  a  real  possibility  for  any 
individual  who  happenchances  onto  the 
wrong  street  at  the  wrong  time.  Look  to 
the  Tenderloin,  for  a  local  illustration  of 
this  point.  As  if  this  condition  of 
unrelenting  violence  weren’t  enough, 
ironically  the  solution  prescribed  to 
remedy  these  acts  of  barbarism  are  in 
themselves  infected  with  system-condoned 
violence  as  bad  or  worse  than  that  which 
they  are  designed  to  eliminate.  Police 
brutality  is  an  undeniable  reality  of  the 
Western  condition. 

The  green  light  for  terrorism  can  be  seen 
flashing  even  at  the  highest  levels  of 
power  in  the  Western  World.  The  United 
States  sent  a  clear  message  to  the 
international  community  that  meeting 
insubordination  with  swift  and  severe 
violence  would  be  tolerated,  even  as  it 
concerned  our  revered  realm  of  “free 
speech,”  when  it  continued  to  allow  China 
a  “most  favorable  trade  status”  in  spite  of 
their  gross  abuses  of  human  rights  in 
“Tienamen  Square.”  Furthermore,  the 
“School  of  the  Americas”  exemplifies 
terrorism  flourishing  on  a  macrolevel  in 
western  bureaucracies.  Holy  men  are 
currently  imprisoned  for  exercising  free 
speech  against  an  institution  that  whores 
itself  to  the  business  of  terrorism,  but 
nonetheless  prospers  within  the  borders  of 
the  United  States.  Unfortunately,  these 
examples  are  a  drop  of  water  in  the  ocean 
of  similar  instances. 

Western  culture  finds  itself  immersed  in  a 
sloppy  hypocrisy  with  its  recent  “War  on 
Terrorism.”  It  is  truly  difficult  to 
understand  how  a  system  intends  to  end 
terrorism  when  it  is  itself  teeming  with 
such  activity.  The  United  States  and  its 
allies  have  established  a  double  standard 
with  their  intent  to  spare  no  resource  to 
inoculate  the  globe  against  “terrorism” 
when  they  themselves  are  guilty,  not  only 
of  tolerating,  but  also  of  institutionalizing 
such  behavior. 

Dylan  Rettler 

Jeez,  Dylan,  you  said  a  mouthful. 

-Ed. 
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doubles  or  triples  it,  and  puts  a  lien  against 
the  property  until  it  is  paid.  Landlords  soon 
discover  it  is  cheaper  to  pay  these  bills 
themselves  than  to  risk  having  their  tenants 
pay  them  late  or  not  at  all.  However,  Prop. 
A  includes  a  “50%  pass-through”  which 
allows  landlords  to  raise  rents  by  half  the 
amount  of  the  increase,  so  everybody’s 
going  to  pay  for  this  one.  But  it  needs  to  be 
done  and,  more  importantly,  if  this  measure 
doesn’t  pass,  the  State  is  likely  to  take 
Hetch-Hetchy  away  from  the  City.  The  only 
fun  to  be  had  here  will  be  listening  to  the 
owners  of  multiple  rental  properties 
howling  if  they  have  to  pay  half  of  the  cost 


of  maintaining  the  system  that  brings  water  _ •  ,  ,, 

,  .  •'  ,  .  their  assets  for  pennies  on  the  dollar  and 


to  their  own  property.  I’m  not  trying  to  be 
mean  or  insensitive  here,  but  I’m  getting 
tired  of  listening  to  millionaires  bitch  about 
paying  their  taxes. 

Proposition  B:  affordable  housing;  good 
idea.  Only  this  time  let’s  see  how  much 
affordable  housing  actually  gets  built. 
Affordable,  by  the  way,  is  a  relative  term, 
which  in  this  case  is  determined  by  a 
statistical  average  of  incomes  in  San 
Francisco  and  two  other  counties,  San 
Mateo  and  Marin,  where  incomes  tend  to  be 


much  higher  than  they  are  for  the  average  electric  rates,  for  instance,  you  might  want 
San  Franciscan,  who  probably  won’t  be  to  vote  for  this  one.  Not  me. 


Proposition  F  lets  the  Board  of  Proposition  L  increases  the  City’s  tax  on 

Supervisors  appoint  three  of  the  seven  ^ie  sale  or  transfer  of  real  estate  worth  a 
members  of  the  Entertainment  Commission,  million  dollars  or  more.  If  you  don  t  have  a 
instead  of  the  Mayor  appointing  them  all.  It  million  dollars  worth  of  real  estate,  passing 
seems  more  democratic  that  way.  this  one  will  never  affect  you.  If  you  do 

Proposition  G  modifies  the  role  of  City  have  a  million  bucks  or  more  worth  of  real 
able  to  afford  affordable  housing  priced  employees  and  the  Sheriff  in  elections,  and  estate,  you  can  damn  well  afford  this  little 
according  that  standard.  the  restrictions  on  Elections  and  Ethics  increase  and  anyway,  isn’t  it  time  for 

Proposition  C:  Shall  we  spend  $122  Commission  members,  in  ways  that  don’t  people  who  already  have  significantly  more 
million  to  fix  up  the  War  Memorial  seem  to  make  elections  any  more  secure  (than  the  rest  of  the  people  will  ever  have  a 
Veteran’s  Building?  Who  cares!  It  doesn’t  and  may  make  them  less  so.  I  can’t  see  any  chance  to  get)  to  start  paying  a  larger  share 
seem  especially  relevant  right  now,  unless  compelling  reason  for  voting  yes  on  this,  or  of  the  tax  burden  in  some  areas?  You  bet  it 
they  make  it  into  a  homeless  shelter.  even  for  putting  it  on  the  ballot,  though  the  is. 

Proposition  D:  Public  power.  Can  there  be  entire  Board  of  Supervisors  favors  passing  Proposition  M  is  a  bunch  of  vaguely 
any  doubt?  Is  there  anyone  anywhere  in  the  it.  I  mean,  they  never  agree  unanimously  on  worded  crap  aimed  at  giving  the  mayor 
City  who  hasn’t  had  their  pockets  picked  or  anything.  What  are  they  up  to?  another  slush  fund  to  pay  for  anything  he 

seen  food  stolen  from  their  children’s  Proposition  H:  Police  and  Firefighter  wants  and  call  it  economic  development.  I 

Retirement  Benefits.  These  guys  work  hard  dunno,  Willie;  ask  again  after  you’ve  solved 
and  sometimes  risk  their  lives  for  the  rest  of  a  few  of  the  real  problems, 
us;  I  say  give  ‘em  their  benefits.  Proposition  N:  “Care,  not  Cash.”  This  is  a 

Proposition  I:  Paid  parental  leave.  Isn’t  it  mean-spirited  proposal  that  assumes 
nice  to  have  a  chance  to  do  the  humane  destitute  people  are  incapable  of  handling 
thing  when  making  a  policy  like  this?  money,  taking  care  of  themselves,  or  even 
Parenthood  has  enough  adverse  financial  knowing  what  is  good  for  them, 
consequences  already.  We  don’t  have  to  The  more  money  people  have,  the  more 
punish  people  any  further  for  having  kids,  they  hate  to  see  anyone  else  get  any.  Bite 
do  we?  me,  Gavin. 

Proposition  J:  Supervisors’  Salaries.  If  we  Proposition  O  is  a  bit  tricky.  It  was 
don’t  pay  these  guys  a  living  wage,  they’re  designed,  with  apparently  good  intentions, 
just  going  to  make  up  the  difference  in  to  mitigate  some  of  the  evil  that  Prop.  N 
kickbacks, and  bribes.  Pass  this  one  and  would  do  if  it  passed.  If  N  doesn’t  pass 
they’ll  have  no  excuse  if  they  get  caught.  and  O  does,  it  could  end  up  doing  some  of 
Proposition  K:  Selection  of  Public  the  damage  N  intends,  but  passage  of  N  is 

Newspapers.  I’m  sorry',  but  this  one  isn’t  such  a  strong  possibility  that  voting  for  O  is 
even  worth  discussing.  If  it  were  up  to  me,  the  humane  thing  to  do.  Ain’t  politics 


mouths  by  this  rapacious,  endlessly  greedy 
criminal  enterprise  masquerading  as  a 
public  utility?  If  these  bastards  are  really 
bankrupt,  shouldn’t  we  be  able  to  pick  up 


just  be  rid  of  them  forever?  For  that  matter, 
why  should  any  public  necessity  ever  be  in 
private  hands  and  operate  for  profit  against 
the  public  interest?  I  think  I’ll  vote  yes. 

Proposition  E  would  end  the  freeze  on 
water  and  sewer  rates  and  increase  the 
authority  of  the  Public  Utilities 
Commission.  So  if  you  want  a  higher  water 
bill,  and  you’re  happy  with  the  way  tire 
Public  Utilities  Commission  has  watched 
out  for  your  interests,  in  the  matter  of 


I’d  vote  no  or  leave  it  blank. 


New  York 
Steak  Dinner 

„  salad,  vegetables  &  pasta , 
$1295  phis  tax. 


Philiy 
Steak  Sandwich 

with  trench  fries 


!  plus  tax 


HOUSE  SPECIAL  PIZZAS 

t.  CABLE  CAR  (COMBO) 

Salami.  Ptpperoni,  Sausage,  Mushroom,  Bell  Pepper,  Options 

2.  DOLORES  PARK  (VEG) 

Mushroom,  Onion,  Fresh  Tomatoes.  Beil  Peppers,  Block  Ohm,  Gertie 

3.  FISHERMAN  S  WHARF  (SEAFOOD) 

Shrimp,  Clem.  Cerise 

4.  NOB  HILL  (CHICKEN) 

Chicken,  Mushrooms,  Sun  Dried  Tomatoes,  Onions 

5.  MISSION  BELL  (MEXICAN) 

Ground  Beef,  Onions,  Fresh  Tomatoes,  Block  Olivet,  Jalapehos 

6.  PACIFIC  HEIGHTS  (ALL  MEAT) 

Ham,  Beef  Pepperoni,  Canadian  Bacon,  Sausage,  Salami 

7.  SAN  FRANCISCO 

Artichoke  Hearts,  Fresh  Tomatoes,  Garlic,  Sausage 

8.  HAWAIIAN  SPECIAL 

Canadian  Bacon,  Pineapple 

9.  ATHENS  BY  NIGHT  (GREEK) 

Spinach,  Feu  Cheese,  Black  Olives,  Pesto,  Basil 

10.  VALENCIA  SPECIAL 

Artichoke  Hearts,  Sun-Dried  Tomatoes,  Garlic,  Black  Olives,  Zucchini 

PIZZAS 

PLAIN  CHEESE 

1  Topping 

2  toppings 

3  TOPPINGS 

EACH  ADDITIONAL  TOPPING 


TOPPINGS 

Salami  •  Pepperoni  •  Sausage  •  Ground  Beef  • 

Olives*  Garlic  •  Zucchini  •  Fresh  Spinach*  Fresh  Tomato *On ion  •  Pesto 
Baby  Clams*  Chicken ‘Anchovies*  Shrimp*  Feta  Oheese*BeU  Peppers 
Mushroom* Roasted  Red  Bell  Peppers *Jalapefto*  Pineapple*  Artichoke 


SMALL 

MEDIUM 

LARGE 

11.95 

15.75 

18.75 

12.30 

15.20 

19.25 

11.35 

13.65 

15.85 

11.75 

15.75 

17.35 

13.45 

16.75 

18.65 

13.50 

16.85 

19.95 

10.85 

13.45 

17.10 

9.95 

12.90 

14.10 

1Z10 

14.75 

17.10 

11.85 

13.85 

15.85 

7.95 

9.95 

12.05 

8.75 

11.15 

13.35 

9.85 

12.35 

14.80 

10.55 

13.55 

16.25 

.70 

1.00 

1.40 

Ham* 

Canadian  Bacon 

I FAST  peijj) 

CABLE  CAR  PIZZA 

OPEN  DAILY 
HAM  TIL  3AM 
FREE  FAST  DELIVERY! 

535  Valencia  @  16th  street 

Phone  431-8880  Fax  431-9018 

Lunch  Deliveries  •  Office  Parties 

"We  Cater  to  Downtown  Businesses" 


PASTA 


ENTREES 


APPETIZERS 


SALADS 


RISOTTO 


SPAGHETTI  BOLOGNESE  7.75 

CHEESE  RAVIOLI  8.65 

RAVIOLI  MEATSAUCE  8.95 

ANGEL  HAIR  POMORODE  7.65 

FETTUCCIN1  ALFREDO  8.75 

FETTUCCIN!  PESTO  8.75 

FRirm  DI  MARE  10.65 

CHICKEN  FETTUCCINI  9.85 

LASAGNA  BOLOGNESE  8.95 

VEGETARIAN  LASAGNA  8.75 

LINGUINI  CLAMS  9.95 

STUFFED  MANICOTTI  8.85 

TORXELUNI FLORENTINI  9.65 

RED  SNAPPER  9.65 

GRILLED  SALMON  10.25 

PRAWNS  SAUTE  11.25 

FRIED  PRAWNS  9.85 

CHICKEN  MARSALA  9.75 

CHICKEN  PARMIG1ANA  9.95 

CHICKEN  P1CATA  10.95 

MARINATED  GRILLED  CHICKEN  8.25 

CHICKEN  SCALOPPINI  10.95 

PEPPERCORN  STEAK  12.50 

NEW  YORK  STEAK  11.95 

MOZZARELLA  STICKS  4  50 

BUFFALO  WINGS  .  4  85 

FRIED  CALAMARI  6  25 

GARLIC  BREAD  2.25 

CAESAR  SALAD  5.95 

HOUSE  SALAD  3.75 

GRILLED  CHICKEN  CAESAR  SALAD  6.75 

SHRIMP  SALAD  6.25 

CHICKEN  RISOTTO  8.20 

Diced  chicken  with  mushroom,  carrots,  onions  and  herbs  in  rice 

RISOTTO  DI  FRESCO  7.50 

Fresh  vegetables  m  a  primstvera  sauce  and  rice 

RISOTTO  DE  CARNE  8.20 

Steak  [trips  with  mushrooms,  onion  &  herbs  in  rice 

SEAFOOD  RISOTTO  8.85 


wonderful? 

Proposition  P  creates  a  Public  Utility 
Revenue  Bond  Oversight  Committee.  It 
certainly  is  a  good  idea  for  someone  to  keep 
an  eye  on  the  spending  of  billions  of  dollars 
of  public  money.  In  fact,  a  Committee  to 
Keep  An  Eye  On  The  Committee  wouldn’t 
be  a  bad  idea,  either. 

Proposition  Q,  authored  by  the  mayor, 
prohibits  people  who  receive  money  from 
the  City  from  using  that  money  for 
“political  purposes.”  That’s  not  something 
that  usually  seems  to  bother  him,  but  some 
folks  think  he’s  crafting  a  club  to  use  on 
certain  non-profit  organizations  who  have 
given  him  trouble  in  the  past.  I  don’t  know 
about  that,  but  there  are  state  and  federal 
laws  already  in  place  that  make  a  city 
ordinance  to  this  effect  superfluous. 
Proposition  R  has  generated  a  greater 
quantity  of  deliberately  confusing  and 
misleading  bullshit  than  I  can  remember 
seeing  in  a  long  time.  Let  me  clarify: 
whether  or  not  you  might  wish  to  support 
this  measure  will  mostly  depend  on  who 
you  are,  or,  more  to  the  point,  what  you 
have.  If  you  are  a  homeowner  or  mortgage 
payer  with  an  additional  rental  unit,  this  bill 
would  make  it  easier  (or,  indeed,  possible) 
for  you  to  sell  that  unit  and  maybe  make 
enough  to  pay  off  your  mortgage.  That 
might  be  nice.  If  you  own  a  whole  bunch  of 
rental  property,  right  now  you  are 
slobbering  all  over  yourself  and  willing  to 
spend  almost  any  amount  of  money  to  pass 
this  measure  because  then  you  can  sell 
every  apartment  and  rental  unit  you  own  for 
as  much  money  as  a  whole  house  goes  for 
now,  or  close  to  it,  and  not  even  have  to  put 
in  firewalls  between  the  units  like  the 
building  code  now  requires.  God,  it  doesn’t 
get  any  better  than  that!  If  you  are  a  renter 
who  hopes  to  buy  the  place  you’re  in,  this 
bill  won’t  help  you  unless  your  landlord  is 
willing  to  sell  and  you  can  afford  whatever 
price  he  decides  to  ask.  But  if  none  of  these 
descriptions  fits  you,  you’d  be  crazy  to  vote 
for  this  one. 

Proposition  S:  Medical  Marijuana* 
Decriminalizing  the  use  of  marijuana  for 
medical  purposes  is  certainly  a  step  in  the 
right  direction,  and  I  recommend  you 
support  this  measure.  At  the  same  time,  I 
can’t  help  noticing  how,  in  the  only  context 
where  pot  even  comes  close  to  being 
legalized,  i.e.  at  the  pot  club,  it  costs  just  as 
astronomically  much  as  it  would  if  you 
bought  it  from  a  dope  dealer.  I  mean,  it’s 
just  a  weed,  folks.  It’ll  grow  almost 
anywhere,  if  people  would  just  keep  their 
hands  off  it,  and  there’s  no  way  it  should 
have  to  cost  fifty  dollars  a  quarter  ounce. 
Who  benefits  from  that? 

VOTE  continued  on  page  6 
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New  Mission  News 


A  City  Unites 


San  Francisco  is  uniting  in  support  of  Proposition  H 


For  more  information  about  Proposition  H,  please 
call  the  Yes  on  FI  campaign  at  415-621-3700  or 
visit:  www.pensionparity.com 


Prop.  H  will  help  protect  our  city  by 
making  sure  our  very  best  firefighters, 
police  officers,  and.  para  medics  stay 
right  here  at  home. 

Prop.  H  is  a  fiscally  responsible  way  to  protect  our  city.  That's  why 
Senator  Dianne  Feinstein,  Representative  Nancy  Pelosi,  the  SF 
Examiner,  the  SF  Independent,  Assemblymember  Kevin  Shelley, 
both  the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties,  the  SF  Board  of 
Supervisors,  and  so  many  others  support  Proposition  H. 

Right  now,  San  Francisco  offers  some  of  the  lowest  retirement 
benefits  in  the  state  to  the  men  and  women  who  risk  their  lives 
every  day  to  protect  us.  Proposition  FI  will  bring  retirement 
benefits  for  our  best  and  bravest  up  to  the  statewide  average, 
and  it  won’t  cost  taxpayers  a  penny.  A  multi-billion  dollar 
surplus  in  our  pension  fund  will  cover  the  costs  of  Proposition  H. 
If  that  surplus  ever  runs  out,  Prop.  FI  requires  public  safety 
officers  to  negotiate  with  the  city  to  pay  for  the  added  benefits 
out  of  their  own  pockets. 


Please  join  us  in  support  of  Proposition  FP 


Senator  Dianne  Feinstein 
Congresswoman  Nancy  Pelosi 
State  Senator  John  Burton 
Assemblymember  Carole  Migden 
Assemblymember  Kevin  Shelley 
SF  Mayor  Willie  L  Brown,  Jr. 

SF  Treasurer  Susan  Leal 

SF  District  Attorney  Terence  Hallinan 

SF  Assessor-Recorder  Doris  Ward 

SF  Sheriff  Michael  Hennessey 

SF  Public  Defender  Kimiko  Burton-Cruz 

Board  of  Supervisors  President  Tom  Ammiano 

Supervisor  Chris  Daly 

Supervisor  Jake  McGoldrick 

Supervisor  Gavin  Newsom 

Supervisor  Aaron  Peskin 

Supervisor  Matt  Gonzalez 

Supervisor  Tony  Hall 

Supervisor  Gerardo  Sandoval 


Supervisor  Mark  Leno 

Supervisor  Sophie  Maxwell 

Supervisor  Leland  Yee 

College  Board  Trustee  Johnny  Carter 

Former  Supervisor  Anne-Marie  Conroy 

San  Francisco  Police  Chief  Earl  Sanders 

San  Francisco  Labor  Council 

San  Francisco  Chamber  of  Commerce 

San  Francisco  Democratic  Party 

San  Francisco  Republican  Party 

The  San  Francisco  Examiner 

The  San  Francisco  Independent 

San  Francisco  Women's  Political  Committee 

San  Francisco  Tenants  Union 

Raoul  Wallenberg  Jewish  Democratic  Club 

Bernal  Heights  Democratic  Club 

Excelsior  District  Improvement  Association 

And  many  others... 
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VALENCIA  ST.  MUSCLE 

“SFs  World  Class  Neighborhood  Gym" 


&  u  &  &  *  fr  a  #  &  &  <s  % 5-  %  £ 

c  ^  C  lo 


EVERY 
FRIDAY 
7  p.m. 
Botanas 


COCKTAILS 

Two 
Pool  Tables 


♦offer 

GOOD  UNTIL 
DEC  10,  2002 
LOCAL 

333  VALENCIA  STREET  (near  14th  Street)  residents 

626-8360  or  www.valenciastreetmuscle.com  ONLV 


’  CD  Playe^ 

16th  &  Ca ff  $t>. 


A  Sutter  Health  Affiliate 


St.  Luke's  A  Tradition  of 

Hospital  ^ 

Community 
Healthcare 
in  the  Heart  of 
San  Francisco 


Comprehensive  Services  Include: 

•  24  Hour  Emergency  Department 

•  Medical/Surgical 

•  Maternal /Child  Services 

•  Diabetes  Education  Program  (ADA  Approved) 

•  Mental  Health  Program  ' 


Cesar  Chavez  at  Valencia 

3555  Cesar  Chavez  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94110 
www.stlukes-sf.org 


Community  Based,  Not  for  Profit  . 


•  Integrative  Center  for  Culture  and  Healing 

For  More  Information: 

Referral  &  Information  . .  41 5-821 -DOCS  (3627) 
Maternity  Information  . .  415-626-BABY  (2229) 
Outpatient  Pharmacy  .  . .  415-641-6550 

Diabetes  Education . 415-641-6826 

M.O.M . 415-641-6406 

(Millennium  Occupational  Medicine) 


£S  f  e  Mto 


KING 


Refrigeration 


Serving  the  Community  for  31  Years!  WE  BUY  &  SELL 

ANY  PRICE! 


2793 16th  St. 


(between  Folsom 
&  Harrison) 


415-431-0255 


Among  the  few,  the  only  Authentic  Spanish  restaurant 1 

Monday-THursday:  11-3  pm,  5-10  pm 
_ Friday:11-5  pm,  5-11  pm  Saturday:  11-11  pm  Sunday:  3-10  pm 


3292  -22nd  5treet 

262-5667 


The  Art  Explosion 
2425  17th  St 

1-877-ART-EXPL 
www.  theartexplosion  .com 


VOTE  continued  from  page  4  , 
Proposition  BB:  BART  Seismic  Safety 
Bond.  Picture  this:  you’re  riding  BART 
under  the  Bay  when  the  Big  Earthquake 
happens.  As  you  battle  your  fellow 
commuters  for  that  last  sweet  lungful  of  air, 
you  think,  “Damn!  I  should  have  voted  for 
that  BART  Seismic  Safety  thing.  Shit!  Too 
late  now  ...”  Don’t  let  this  happen  to  you. 
Well,  that  concludes  my  opinion,  for  what 
it’s  worth,  on  the  City  propositions.  I  could 
go  on  and  favor  you  with  judgments  on  the 
other  million  or  so  candidates  and  proposals 
on  the  current  ballot,  but  I  think  I  have 
displayed  enough  hubris  for  one  occasion. 
Seriously,  folks,  unless  you  don’t  care 
about  how  the  world  is  or  where  it’s 
heading,  you’ve  got  to  vote,  even  if  just  to 
stay  in  practice,  even  if  you’re  99%  sure  it 
won’t  do  any  good,  even  if  you  have  no 
opinion  on  which  of  the  thousand  clowns 
before  you  should  be  the  new  superior  court 
judge  or  school  board  member.  After  all, 
nothing  requires  you  to  express  an  opinion 
on  every  single  thing  on  the  ballot— if  you 
don’t  know  and  don’t  care,  just  leave  that 
part  blank  and  vote  on  the  issues  you  know 
about  and  care  about!  But  please,  for  your 
own  sake  and  that  of  all  humanity,  cultivate 
the  habit  of  going  to  the  polls  every  time 
you  get  the  chance,  because  someday  there 
will  be  something  or  someone  worth  voting 
for,  and  it’s  a  good  idea  to  be  ready. 
Besides,  it’s  the  only  time  the  politicians 
pay  any  attention  to  you. 

There  is  one  final  thing  I  can’t  help 
mentioning  It’s  about  State  Proposition  52, 


the  one  that  allows  people  to  register  on 
Election  Day  by  presenting  two  pieces  of 
ID  to  “prove”  their  identity.  People  have 
come  out  of  the  walls  supporting  this  one, 
untold  zillions  are  being  spent  to  promote  a 
measure  no  one  seems  to  be  opposing,  and 
I’ve  got  to  say  that  makes  me  mighty 
suspicious.  I’m  not  advocating  that  you  vote 
against  this  one—  it’s  going  to  pass  anyway, 
because  all  politicians  everywhere  are 
supporting  it,  and  bills  like  it,  with  a 
unanimity  that  never  occurs  in  real  life — a 
similar  measure  covering  federal  elections 
just  sailed  through  the  US  Senate  with  the 
support  of  every  single  Republican  and 
almost  all  of  the  Democrats — and  that 
makes  me  really,  really  suspicious.The 
premise  that  not  being  able  to  register  to 
vote  on  election  day  prevents  a  significant 
number  of  people  who  want  to  vote  from 
voting  is  ridiculous  on  its  face.  More  likely, 
all  politicians  know  that  no  election  fraud 
will  ever  be  detected  before  the  election 
results  are  announced,  that  there’s  no  way 
to  measure  or  deduct  fraudulent  votes  from 
the  total  of  legitimate  votes  if  fraud  is 
detected  (because  who  knows  how  the 
fraudulent  voter  voted?),  and  that  an 
election  cheater  who  wins  will  be  in  a 
perfect  position  to  appoint  sympathetic 
investigators  and  direct  any  official  fraud 
investigations  away  from  his  misdeeds  and 
toward  those  of  the  other  party.  I’d  feel  a 
whole  lot  better  if  the  people  who  showed 
up  to  register  and  vote  on  election  day  left  a 
thumbprint  on  their  registration,,  so  they 
can  be  positively  identified  should  their 
“proofs”  of  identity  turn  out  to  be  bogus. 
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Re-Elect  LAWRENCE  WONG,  Community  College  Board: 

A  Proven  Fighter  for  the  Latino  Community 

Vota  Por  LAWRENCE  WONG,  Community  College  Board: 

Luchador  Por  Los  Derechos  De  La  Comunidad  Latina 

LEADERSHIP  ON  LATINO  CITY  COLLEGE  ISSUES:  * 

■  Since  1995,  fighting  for  the  construction  of  a  new  City  College  Mission  Campus. 

-  Leader  in  expanding  the  English-as-a-Second  Language  Program. 

-  Leader  in  expanding  the  Citizenship  Program. 

‘  Supported  the  creation  of  the  Latino  Services  Network  to  provide  counseling,  programs 
and  other  educational  services  to  Latino  students  at  City  College. 

•  An  Immigrant  Rights  Advocate  for  20  years. 


ENDORSEMENTS: 

Dr.  Carlota  Del  Portillo 

Dean,  City  College  Mission  Campus 
Julio  Ramos 

Community  College  Board  Member 
Valerie  Tulier 

Latino  Steering  Committee 
Tracy  Brown-Gallardo 

Chair,  Latino  Education  Task  Force 
Antonio  Ruiz 

City  College  Advisory  Committee 
Susan  Leal 

City  Treasurer 
Jim  Salinas 

Past  President,  Latino  Democratic  Club 
Victor  Marquez 

President-elect,  SF  La  Raza  Lawyers  Assn. 
Rosabella  Safont 

Civil  Service  Commissioner 
Sonia  Melara 

Director,  Arriba  Juntos 
Cathy  Garza 

Latino  Steering  Committee 

(Organizations  listed  for  identification  purposes  only) 


LATINOS  WHO  CARE  ABOUT  EDUCATION  AGREE: 

RE-ELECT  LAWRENCE  WONG,  COMMUNITY  COLLEGE  BOARD 
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New  CoCCege  of  C a Cifornia 


In  the  Mission 
with  a  Mission 

Offering  College  Degrees 
to  Working  Adults 

Still  Accepting  Applications  for  Fall  2002 

Do  you  have  some  college  credits? 

Would  you  like  to  change  your  life  by  using  prior 
life  experience  to  complete  your  college  degree? 

Consider  New  College’s  BA  Completion  Programs 
and  finish  your  degree  in  as  little  as  one  year. 

Attend  One  Weekend  Per  Month  or  Day/Evening  Classes 
Learn  about  our  other  BA  and  MA  programs. 


For  information 
contact 
Paul  Roberts 
at  437-3460. 


Bird  & 
Beckett 
Books 


&  Records 


Open  Tuesday  to  Sunday 
1 1  am  to  6  pm 
Closed  Mondays 
New  &  Used  Books  &  Vinyl 


TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  5  AT  7:30PM 
BARDIC  ROUNDTABLE,  AN  OPEN  DISCUSSION  OF  POETICS. 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  10  AT  4:30PM 

POET  JANE  RICE  AND  SHORT  STORY  WRITER  JOEL  RICE  READ  THEIR  WORK 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  12  AT  7:30PM  -  EMINENT  AUTHORS  BIRTHDAY  PARTY: 

AN  OPEN  READING  FROM  THE  WORK  OF  FAMOUS  WRITERS  IN  THE  MONTHS  OF  THEIR  BIRTH. 

SUNDAY,  NOVEMBER  17  AT  4:30PM 

ALAN  KAUFMAN  PRESENTS  NEW  MEMOIRISTS  READING  FROM  THEIR  WORK 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  19  AT  7:30PM  -  DIANE  DI  PRIMA  PRESENTS: 

POETS  JOAN  MARIE  WOOD,  DAVID  HADBAWNIK  AND  JO  KAUFMAN. 

TUESDAY,  NOVEMBER  26  AT  7:30PM 

POET  JOHN  OLIVER  SIMON,  CAMINANTE,  READS  HIS  WORK  FOLLOWED  BY  AN  OPEN  MIKE. 


2788  Diamond  - 1  block  from  Glen  Park  BART  -  586-3733 


www.newcollege.edu 
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766,  777  VALENCIA  STREET,  SAN  FRANCISCO 


Modern  Times  Bookstore 

A  Progressive  Resource  for  the  Bay  Area  -  A  Neighborhood  Bookstore  foe  the  Mission 


11-03-02  —  4:00  PM 

11-13-02  —  7:30  PM 

Dead  Cities 

Carrie's  Story 

Hike  Davis 

Molly  Weatherfield 

11-09-02  —  7:30  PM 

11-14-02  —  7:30  PM 

Fantagraphics : 

The  Tattoo  Hunter 

Indie  Press  Party 

Juvenal  Acosta 

Daniel  Clowes, 

* 

Spain  Rodriguez, 

11-19-02  —  7:30  PM 

Richard  Sala  and 

The  Anti -Capitalism 

Steven  Weissman 

Reader 

11-10-02  --  11am  to  5pm 

11-21-02  —  7:30  PM 

Maze  II  line  Expo 

Urban  Wilds 

Call  for  submissions! 

Clea,  editor 

11-12-02  --  7:30  PM 

11-26-02  —  7:30  PM 

earthsummit . biz 

What  It  Means  to  Love  Tou 

Joshua  Xarliner  and 

Stephen  Elliot 

Food  First  director 

Disaffections 

Anuradha  Mittal 

Geoff  Broclc 

10%  off  all  event  books!  Events  are  free,  open  to  the  public,  and  wheelchair  accessible. 

Monday-Saturday  10-9,  Sunday  11-6 
888  Valencia  Street  (at  20th),  SF  CA  94110.  Phone:  415-282-9246 
’erntimesbookstore.co 
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TAKE  YOUR  USED 

MOTOR 

OIL 

TO  ANY  OF  THESE  LOCATIONS. 


Your  used  motor  oil  can  be  cleaned  and  re-refined  into  new  motor  oil. 
Don't  pour  it  down  the  drain  or  throw  it  in  the  trash.  Recycle  it! 

Richmond  &  Laurel  Heights 

Jiffy  Lube:  6099  Geary,  750-0233 
Kragen:  6101  Geary,  387-1783 
T&R76-2:  301  25th  Ave.,  668-4343 
Firestone:  2800  Geary,  567-331 1 
Kragen:  3855  Geary,  668-5241 
T&R76-1:  3501  Geary,  752-3968 

Pacific  Heights  8c  Western  Addition 

Chevron:  2500  California,  567-1 136 

South  of  Market 

Firestone:  1501  Mission  St.,  621-4650 
Jiffy  Lube:- 300  7th  St.,  255-0900 
Kragen:  2300  16th  St.,  431-3386 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1401  Mission,  863-3939 
Quality  Tune-Up:  490  S.  Van  Ness,  431-6550 
SF  Honda:  10  S.  Van  Ness,  441-2000 

Potrero  Hill  8c  Mission  Bay 

R  +  W  76:  800  Folsom,  982-2836 
S&C  Ford:  21 1  Industrial,  553-4400 

Marina  8c  Cow  Hollow 

Kragen:  2246  Lombard,  563-4200 

Portola  8c  Visitacion  Valley 

Kragen:  2500  San  Bruno,  656-0696 
Portola  Auto:  2780  San  Bruno,  468-5175 
Sanitary  Fill  Company:  501  Tunnel,  330-1400 

Sunset  8c  Parkside 

Kragen:  2150Tarava 1,  682-9177 
Chevron:  1890  19th  Ave.,  731-2733 
Mark’s  Unocal  76:  1700  Noriega,  566-0440 

For  more  information,  call  the  SF  Environment  hotline:  (415)  554-4333 

Funded  by  a  grant  from  the  California  Integrated  Waste  Management  Board.  Call  center  for  hours  of  operation  and  quantities  accepted. 


North  Beach  8c  Telegraph  Hill 

Port  of  SF:  China  Basin  @  Pier  52/54,  274-0565 
Port  of  SF:  Hyde  St.  Harbor  @  Jefferson,  274-0565 

Russian  Hill,  Nob  Hill  8c  Tenderloin 

Chevron:  2465  Van  Ness,  441-2240 
Jiffy  Lube:  2030  Van  Ness,  922-7258 
Mark  Morris  Tires:  1200  Larkin,  673-3441 

Civic  Center 

Quality  Tune-Up:  1 175  Fell,  626-6446 

Downtown  8c  South  of  Market 

Union  76:  390  1st  St.,  957-1754 

Mission  8c  Bernal  Heights 

Oil  Changer:  198  Valencia,  487-1740 
Unocal  76:  401  Potrero,  863-6043 

Bayview  8c  Hunters  Point 

ABC  Auto:  1650  Davidson  Ave.,  826-8676 

Excelsior  8c  Crocker  Amazon 

Kragen:  1150  Ocean,  585-9800 
Quality  Tune-Up:  4650  Mission,  334-4993 

West  Portal  8c  Miraloma 

Claremont  Chevron:  301  Claremont,  753-9552 


SF  Environment 

Department  of  the  Environment 

Cily  ond  County  a I  San  Francisco 
www.sfenvironment.com 


San  Francisco 
Auto  Repair  Center 

(415)  285-8588 


OPEN  7  DAYS  A  WEEK 

SMOG  CHECK  AVAILABLE  7  DAYS 


FOREIGN  AND  DOMESTIC  A  UTO  REPAIRS  , 
OFFICIAL  CALIFORNIA  SMOG  STATION 
12  MONTH  WARRANTY  ON  ALL  REPAIRS 

•  Free  Shuttle  Service  to  &  from  BART,  Downtown  &  Nearby 
Neighborhoods  ♦  Basic  Auto  Repair  Classes  ♦  “Do-it-Yourself" 
Membership  Available  ♦  Men  &  Women  Mechanics 

•  Dependable,  Guaranteed  Work— Honest  Prices 

•  Used  Car  Prepurchase  Diagnostic  Inspection  Service 

•  Emission  Systems/Smog  Test  Failure  Diagnosis  &  Repair 

•  Tune  Up/Lube  Service/Regular  Maintenance 

•  Cooling  Systems  •  Radiators  •  Overheating 

•  Timing  Belts.  •  Brakes  •  Clutches  •  General  Repairs 
•Air  Conditioning/Heaters 

•  Electrical  Problems/Rewiring/Short  Circuits 

•  Windows/Doors/Vandalism  Repairs  •  Four-Wheel  Drive  Service 

•  Struts/Shocks/Suspension/Steering  •  CV  Joint  &  Axle  Service 

•  Check  Engine  Light  •  Computer  Diagnostics  •  Driveability 
Problems 

•  Engine  &  Transmission  Rebuilding  &  Replacement 


^State  of  Californi^^ 

LICENSED 


SMOfS 

CtWCK 


INSPECTION  & 
VrEPAIR  STATION^ 


OFFICIAL 

GROSS 

POLLUTER 

CERTIFICATION 

STATION 


BBB 

~ t®" 


since  1978 

(415)  285-8588 

61 1  FLORIDA  STREET  (Near  18th  Sl)  •  S.F.,  CA  941 10 
BETWEEN  HARRISON  &  BRYANT  STREETS 

ALL  MAJOR  CREDIT  CARDS  &  ATM  ACCEPTED 


$10 
OFF 
SMOG 
INSPECTION 


FREE 
BRAKE 
& 

SAFETY 
INSPECTION 

($42.50  VALUE) 


OFF 
OIL 
CHANGE 


Richard  Pitt 


Health 
Matter 


Fear:  bad  for  your  health 

We  live  in  uncertain  times.  Since  9/11,  the 
country  has  been  thrown  into  a  widespread 
state  of  insecurity  and  fear.  When  we  are 
faced  with  fear  -  individually  or 
collectively  -  it  brings  out  a  variety  of 
responses.  We  can  get  “frozen  in  the 
headlights”  of  fear  and  feel  too  paralyzed  to 
act.  This  often  happens  immediately  when 
we  are  faced  with  overwhelming  fear,  like 
in  an  earthquake,  a  terrible  accident,  or  an 
event  like  the  tragedy  on  9/11.  Once  we 
have  dealt  with  the  immediate  fear,  we  tend 
either  to  want  to  avoid  the  fear,  pushing  it 
into  a  comer  of  our  minds  and  out  of  our 
reality,  or  we  want  to  react  by  fighting  the 
thing  we  are  scared  of:  the  classic  “fight  or 
flight”  syndrome.  And  as  more  time  goes 
by,  we  face  more  complex  consequences  of 
such  fear. 

In  order  to  heal  from  this  trauma,  we  have 
to  be  willing  to  face  the  fear,  and  to 
integrate  the  fear  into  our  reality.  This  can 
put  us  in  a  more  clear  position  to  know  how 
to  react  to  it.  However,  if  the  fear  itself  is 
continually  revisited  or  is  distorted  in  some 
ways,  we  never  leave  its  influence,  and  this 
can  make  it  difficult  to  respond 
appropriately. 

The  potential  threat  of  bio-warfare  is  a  huge 
issue  we  now  face.  So  much  has  been 
written  about  it  recently  in  the  media  that 
the  country  is  now  in  a  state  of  fear  of  an 
apparently  imminent  attack.  The  question 
•  is,  how  much  risk  is  really  there? 

The  government  seems  to  think  that  there  is 
enough  risk  to  justify  vaccinating  half  a 
million  people  against  smallpox.  It  is 
recommending  that  all  people  who  would 
be  in  the  front  line  against  any  bio-warfare 
attack  be  vaccinated.  Already,  huge 
resources  have  been  given  over  to 
producing  a  new  vaccine,  and  the 
government  has  also  bought  or  received 
donations  of  the  vaccine’s  remaining 
stocks.  I  have  written  previously  about  the 
history  of  smallpox  and  the  use  of  the 
vaccine,  which  began  in  1852  in  England. 
It  was  always  controversial:  it  caused  many 
thousands  of  people  to  actually  get  the 
disease,  since  it  is  a  live  virus.  Although 
government  and  media  sources  have 
admitted  that  “side  effects”  do  occur,  and 
are  also  looking  into  giving  diluted 
vaccines,  no  specific  details  have  been 
announced.  However,  when  we  look  into 


the  history  of  the  vaccine  program,  we  must 
wonder  if  it  will  do  more  harm  than  good. 
In  many  instances,  outbreaks  of  smallpox 
actually  grew  after  the  vaccine  was 
introduced.  We  are  now  contemplating 
reintroducing  a  vaccine  and  a  live  virus  that 
has  been  absent  from  the  world  for  40-odd 
years,  in  response  to  the  threat  of  smallpox 
being  used  as  a  weapon. 

The  question  has  to  be  asked,  where  is  the 
actual  evidence  that  Saddam  Hussein  or  A1 
Queda  have  stocks  of  smallpox  waiting  to 
be  used  against  us?  If  it  is  true,  we  haven’t 
yet  seen  proof.  Even  if  we  know  that  he  has 
some  stocks,  how  is  he  going  to  use  it 
against  us?  Is  it  really  worth  us  risking  the 
health  and  lives  of  many  people  by 
introducing  the  vaccine  again  without 
serious  evidence  that  we  are  at  risk?  In 
other  words,  are  [the  government  and  the 
media]  overreacting  and  actually  doing  the 
work  for  the  terrorists?  Isn’t  making  us  live 
in  fear  part  of  their  intention? 

On  another  vaccine-related  topic,  NPR 
reported  that  many  people  are  leaving  the 
military  today  because  of  the  anthrax 
vaccine,  which  has  created  more  health 
complications  than  the  manufacturers  had 
stated.  This  has  been  a  controversial  issue 
for  years  now,  with  some  people  connecting 
the  vaccine  to  Gulf  War  Syndrome.  Again, 
the  same  question  can  be  asked:  is  the  risk 
posed  by  the  vaccine  greater  than  that  of  the 
disease?  We  know  that  anthrax  cannot  be 
spread  over  wide  distances,  so  any  attack 
would  be  very  localized.  Is  it  worthwhile, 
therefore,  to  vaccinate  a  million  soldiers? 
Finally,  here  we  are  in  flu  season  again,  and 
another  vaccine  is  waiting.  As  I  mentioned 
last  year,  one  of  the  world’s  leading 
immunogeneticists,  Hugh  Fudenbergy,  MD, 
has  stated  that  if  an  individual  has  had  five 
consecutive  flu  shots  between  1970  and 
1980  (the  years  studied),  his/her  chance  of 
getting  Alzheimer’s  Disease  is  ten  times 
higher  than  if  he  or  she  had  one,  two  or  no 
shots.  He  attributed  this  to  the  amounts  of 
Mercury  and  Aluminum  that  are  found  in 
flu  shots,  and  in  most  other  vaccines. 

This  is  all  very  sobering  news,  and  it  should 
make  us  question  our  individual  decisions 
as  well  as  those  government  policies  which 
may  affect  our  health  in  such  profound 
ways.  We  have  to  make  decisions  based  on 
an  accurate  assessment  of  the  risks  involved 
in  doing  or  not  doing  something.  If  we  act 
mainly  from  fear  and  from  a  lack  of 
information,  we  can  do  ourselves  much 
more  harm  than  good. 


New  Mission  News 


NOVEMBER  2002 


9 


Friends  &  Foundation  of  the  San  Francisco 
Public  Library  present  our  QUARTERLY 
BOOK  SALE.  ALL  BOOKS  $1.00  OR 
LESS! Saturday,  10  am  to  5  pm  and 
Sunday, 


Mission  Village  Art,  Farm  and  Flea 
Market  happens  every  Sunday  this  month 
10  am  til  5  pm  on  Florida  Street  between 
18th  and  19th  Streets.Check  it  out,  and/or 
call  Cellspace  at  648  7562 

Latino  film  festival:  2:00  pm  90  Miles 
3:45  pm  Work  in'Progress  6:15  pm  If  I 
Saw  You,  I  Wouldn’t  Remember  8.00 
pm  Anita  Takes  a  Chance.  Yerba  Buena 
Center  for  the  Arts,  701  Mission  Street  at 
Third,  $7  General  Admission  $6  LFF 
Members  with  card 


First  Friday  Presents  MINGUS 
AMUNGUS,  under  the  direction  of  Miles 
Perkins,  plus  DJ  BIG  D,  10  pm,  $8,  ELBO 
ROOM,  647  Valencia.  552-7788. 


ANTONY  &  THE  JOHNSONS,  FAUN 
FABLES  (9  pm)  $14,  CAFE  DU  NORD, 
2170  MarketSt.  86 1-5016 
or  cindy@cafedunord.com 


SATURDAY  2 


Mission  Cultural  Center  for  Latino  Arts 
presents  La  Feria  de  los  Muertos,  a  Land¬ 
scape  of  Latino  Traditions  &  Contemporary 
Realities  in  the  form  of  a  collection  of 
inter¬ 
active  installations  that  resemble  a 
traditional  Latin  American  fair.  Daily  10 
am-5:30  pm  until  November  30, 

2868  Mission  Street,  $2. 


Family  Storytime  in  Spanish — For  the 
entire  family.  A  short  craft  activity  follows 
storytime.Mission  Branch  Library,  300 
Bartlett  @  24th,  12  noon,  free. 


Halloween  Party-Mongolian  Disco-  DJ's, 
$10  before  9  pm  -  $15  after.CLUB 

GALIA,  2565  Mission  @  22nd  Street,  e- 
mail  Paradisebarb@aol.com  or  call  263 
4848 


SUNDAY  3 


Come  on  a  walking  ghost  tour  of  the 
Mission  District,  tapas  @  Ramblas  and  the 
world  premiere  of  17  reasons  (why).  You 
will  ioin  us  for  a  neighborhood  scavenger 
hunt  through  six  locations  which  will  take 
you  through  the  Mission  District  history- 
find  out  what  lies  beneath  Dolores  Park,  the 
Whiz  Burger  murders,  the  old  Mission 
Police  station.  Mission  Dolores,  and  the 
local  hotel  fires.  Discover  new  and  ancient 
stories  as  they  are  intertwined  in  the  same 
locations-  see  the  way  the  ghosts  of  the  past 
intermingle  with  the  history  of  the  living. 
Experience  the  stories,  mysteries,  and 
people  of  this  neighborhood  to  understand 
what  inspired  playwright  Naomi  Iizuka  to 
write  17  reasons  (why). 

5  PM  @  ($25)  INTERSECTION  FOR 
THE  ARTS,  446  Valencia  (btwn  15/16) 
626-3311  tickets  +  info 


DJ  SEP  and  special  guest  JAH  YZER 
9  pm  -  $5  ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia, 
415-552-7788 

POP  SHOW!  ASS  BABOONS  OF 
VENUS,  LO-FI  NEISANS,  HEADACHE 
GLUTTON,  MASMELO, 
MASTERPIECE  (7:30  pm)  $6,  18  and 
over,  CAFE  DU  NORD,  2170  Market, 
861-5016 

THE  INBREDS  +  many  more  bands  TBA 

CLUB  GALIA,  2565  mission  @  22nd 
Street, 

e-mail  Paradisebarb@aol.com  or  call  263 
4848 


RENE  RISQUE  AND  THE  ART 
LOVERS,  THE  ANDY  PETERS  SHOW 

(9:30)  $7  CAFE  DU  NORD  2170  Market 
Street  861-5016  or 

cindy@cafedunord.com- 


Lois  Silverstein  reads  from  her  novel, 
“Daughter.”  at  4:30  pm.  Bird  and  Beckett 
Books  and  Records,  2788  Diamond  Street. 
586-3733 


FRIDAY  1 


10  am  to  3:30  pm,  Fort  Mason  Conferen  ; 
Center,  Bldg.  A  (All  books  donated,  no 
library  discards)  For  further  information, 
call  437-4857. 


Joe  Loya's  THE  MAN  WHO 
OUTGREW  HIS  PRISON  CELL  runs 
from  November  2  to  24  at  the  Thick  House, 
1695  18th  Street  on  Potrero  Hill.  Opening 
Night  is  Monday,  November  4,  Previews 
November  2-3  (in  which  Thick  Description 
will  pay  audience  members  $1.00  to 
attend),  7-10  pm.  Tickets  $15-25,  sliding 
scale;  to  purchase,  call  401-8081 


Latino  film  festival:  2:00  pm  Tales  of 
Survival,  Love  &  War  4:30  pm  Teruo,  A 
Samurai  Flamenco  6:15  pm  Smoking 
Room  8:15  pm  The  Escape 
Yerba  Buena  Center  for  the  Arts,  701 
Mission  Street  at  Third,  $7  General 
Admission  $6  LFF  Members  with 
membership  card 


YO,  FLACO!  plus  DJ  ZEPH 

10  pm  -  $8  ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia. 
Advance  tickets  at  Ticketweb.com  'and 
MysteryMachineProductions.com 


QUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

Since  1984,  offering  the  best  in  Comprehensive 
Acupincture  Treatment  Programs 

Arthritis 
Women's  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  &  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 

CHILDCARE  PROVIDED  FRIDAYS  AND  SATURDAYS 
DROP-IN  TREATMENT  FOR  ADDICTION  AND  CHEMICAL  DEPENDENCY 
PRIVATE  INSURANCE  MEDI  CAL  WORKERS  COMP,  PERSONAL  INJURY 

455  Valencia  Street,  San  Francisco  415-861-4964  qyhac@aol.com 


THUMBS  UP 

MARBLES 

3422  25th  St.  (btwn  Mission  &  Valencia) 
Open  Monday- Saturday 
415-920-8964 
marblesp@pacbell.net 
www.thumbsupmarbles.com 
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It's  after  11:00pm, 
you' re  starving 
wouldn't  you  like 
a  good  crepe  and 
a  French  Kiss? 

Ti  Couz  is  open  till  midnight 
Thursday,  Friday  &  Saturday 
serving  our  full  bar,  crepe, 
and  seafood  menus 


Ti  Couz  is  also  available  for  private  functions 
Delectable  fun  guaranteed.  Give  us  a  call.  415.25CREPE 
3108  16th  Street  San  Francisco  CA  94103 
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MONDAY  4 

Latino  film  festival  6:30  pm  Too  Much 
Love  8:45  pm  Streeters  Yerba  Buena 
Center  for  the  Arts,  701  Mission  Street  at 
Third,  $7  General  Admission/$6  LFF 
Members  with  membership  card. 

HAROLD  DAY  AND  FRIENDS 

ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia,  (9  pm)  $5 
415-552-7788. 

THE  MONDAY  NIGHT  HOOT  hosted 
by  ERIC  SHEA,  featuring  SF's  best  and 
brightest  singer  songwriters  (nc‘  an  open 
mic)  (9  pm)  CAFE  DU  NORD  2170 
Market  St.,  861-5016 

TUESDAY  5 

Bardic  Roundtable,  an  open  discussion  of 
poetics  7:30  pm.  Bird  and  Beckett  Books 
and  Records,  2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733 

Latino  film  festival  6:30  pm  Brave  New 
Land  (director  Lucia.  Murat  in  person) 
9:00  pm  Return  Yerba  Buena  Center  for 
the  Arts,  701  Mission  at  Third,  $7  General 
Admission/$6  LFF  Members  with 
membership  card 

BATMAKUMBA  9  pm  -  $6 

ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia,  552-7788. 

WEDNESDAY  6 

ODC’s  Pilot  39:  PROOF  invites  you  to 
witness  six  up  and  coming  choreographers 
display  their  craft.  ODC  Theater,  3153  17th 
Street,  8  pm.  863-9834 

Counterculture  in  San  Francisco:  beat, 
punk,  pagan...  V.  Vale  of  RE/Search 
Publications  will  lead  a  discussion  and 
show  a  video  by  Marion  Wallace  on  the 
subject.  Koret  Auditorium,  Main  Library, 
6-8  pm,  free. 


RHIAN  BENSON  (7-9  pm)  $6 
ALPHABET  SOUP  reunion  show  (9  pm) 
-  $6  CAFE  DU  NORD  2170  Market  St., 
861-5016 

JOHNNY  DILKS  AND  THE 
VISITACION  VALLEY  BOYS  9  pm  - 
$7,  ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia.  552- 
7788. 


THURSDAY  7 

John  Ford’s  classic  Western,  Stagecoach, 
in  Large  Screen  Video  at  Koret 
Auditorium,  Main  Library,  100  Larkin,  12 
noon,  free. 

Spirit  Hands-  Music  That  Makes  You 
Dance,  featuring  members  of  OUR  LADY 
OF  THE  HIGHWAY,  LEN  BROWN 
SOCIETY  -  MT  EGYPT,  JET  BLACK 
CRAYON -TUSSLE  (9  pm)  -FREE!! 
CLUB  GALIA,  2565  mission  @  22nd 
Street,  e-mail  Paradisebarb@aol.com  or 
call  263  4848 


Sabor  Con  Claves  presents  CANDELA, 
plus  DJ  CARLITO'S  WAY  10  pm  -  $7 
ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia.  552-7788. 

FRIDAY  8 

KASPER  HAUSER,  An  Hilarious  hour  of 
sketch  comedy  at  Spanganga,  3376  19th  St. 
@  Mission,  10  pm,  $10.  821-1102 

Dia  De  Los  Muertos  Late  Party  * 
ORIXA,  40  watt  hype,  LA  PLEBE, 
VELVET  FURY  (9  pm)  $8  before  9, 

$10  after  CLUB  GALIA,  2565  mission 

@  22  nd  Street, 

e-mail 

Paradisebarb@ao  1 .  com 
or  call  263  4848 


WE  APPRECIATE  YOUR  BUSINESS  EVERYDAY! 

1\  * 


ESTA  NOCHE 


3079  SIXTEENTH  STREET  (415)861-5757 

BETWEEN  MISSION  &  VALENCIA 


Mystery  Machine  Productions  presents  SUNDAY  10 
10  MILE  TIDE  10  pm  -  $7  Advance 

tickets  at  •  Poet  Jane  Rice  and  short  story  writer  Joel 

Ticketweb.com  and  Rice  read  their  work  at  4:30  pm.  Bird  and 

MysteryMachineProductions.com  Beckett  Books  and  Records,  2788  Diamond 

ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia,  552-7788  St.  586-3733 


LAVAY  SMITH  &  HER  RED  HOT 
SKILLET  LICKERS  (10  pm)  $8,  CAFE 
DU  NORD  2170  Market,  861-5016  or 
cindy@cafedunord.com- 

SATURDAY  9 

Family  Storytime  in  Spanish — For  the 
entire  family.  A  short  craft  activity 
follows  storytime.  Mission  Branch  Library, 
300  Bartlett  @  24th,  12  noon,  free. 

ITALIANS  IN  SAN  FRANCISCO  Party 
(9  pm)  (DJ  DANCE)  -  $10-$  15,  CLUB 
GALIA,  2565  mission  @  22nd  Street,  263 
4848 

A  night  of  political  lyrics  &Tive  music 
featuring 

BOP  CITY  plus  special  guests  THE 
BLACK  PANTHER  FUGITIVES,  diva 
CAITLIN  CORNWELL  ,  spoken  word  by 
former  Black  Panther  Chief  of  Staff 
DAVID  HILLIARD  10  pm  -$7  ELBO 
ROOM,  647  Valencia,  415-552-7788. 

THE  SIGHTS,  CUBBY  CREATURES 
(9  pm)  $6  CAFE  DU  NORD  2170 
MarketSt-861-5016  or 

cindy@cafedunord.com- 


Mission  Village  Art,  Farm  and  Flea 
Market 

happens  every  Sunday  this  month  10  am  til 
5  pm  on  Florida  Street  between  18th  and 
19th  Streets.  Check  it  out,  and/or  call 
Cellspace  at  648  7562 


BROTHER  AYOUBA  (Africa),  AUSTIN 
WILLACY,  BETH  CHAMPION. 
JASPER  THRUSH,  THIN  ACID 
ANGEL  (7  pm)  (MUSIC/ART/SHOW/ 
FILMS)  -  $5  CLUB  GALIA,  2565  mission 
@  22nd  Street,  e-mail 

ParadisebarbfSlaol.com  or  call  263  4848 


DJ  SEP  and  LUDICHRIS  plus  special 
guest  WISDOM  (Blend)  9  pm  -  $5 

ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia,  552-7788 

Future  fanner  presents: 

KIMONE,  ACTIONSLACKS  (10  pm)  $6 
CAFE  DU  NORD  2170  Market  Street 
861-5016  or  Error!  Reference  source  not 
found. 


Go  right  ahead  and  shop  someplace  else 
Big  spender. 


THRIFT  STOBf 


A  Mission  District  Icon  Since  1973 


i 

S\pie*^ 


Over  4,000  items  arriving  daily! 

•  Denim  •  Shoes  •  Jewelry  •  Accessories ;  Clothing  For  All  Ages  •  Vintage  Items 
Furniture  •  Small  Appliances  •  Books  &  Records  •  Sporting  Goods  •  Toys  &  More! 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

L 


$3.00 

OFF 


.  mu. 


Any  $1 0.00 
purchase 
or  more. 

Not  valid  with  any  other  promotion.  Limit 
one  coupon  per  customer.  Please 
present  this  coupon  prior  to  purchase. 
Good  through  November  30,  2002 

2101  Mission  Street  San  Francisco 


GN 


Thrift  Town 

2101  Mission  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA 

(415)  861-1132 

www.ThriftTown.com 

Store  hours:  M-F  9am  -8pm 
Sat  10am-7pm  &  Sun  11am-6pm 
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MONDAY  11 

MAOGOJIATA 
GREGORY  $5 

Valencia,  552-7788. 


plus  BRIAN 

ELBO  ROOM,  647 


THE  MONDAY  NIGHT  HOOT  hosted 

by 

ERIC  SHEA,  featuring  SF's  best  and 
brightest  singer  songwriters  (9  pm)  $5 
CAFE  DU  NORD  2170  Market  Street 
861-5016 


TUESDAY  12 

Eminent  Authors  Birthday  Party,  an 
open  reading  from  the  works  of  famous 
writers  in  the  month  of  their  birth.  7:30  pm. 
Bird  and  Beckett  Books  and  Records,  2788 
Diamond  St.  586-3733 


VIVENDO  DE  PAO 

9  pm  -  $6  ELRO  ROOM,  647  Valencia, 
552-7788. 

WEDNESDAY  13 

REORCHESTRA  plus  BAYONICS 

(9  pm)  (Funk  /  Jazz  -  LIVE  MUSIC)  -  $5 
CLUB  GALIA,  2565  mission  @  22nd 
Street,  e-mail  Paradisebarb@aol.com  or 
call  263  4848 


Earthquake  Tips  and  Tools, ^  a  free 
workshop  for  San  Francisco  residents,  co¬ 
sponsored  by  the  SF 

Library  and  the  American  Red  Cross,  at 
theTool  Lending  Center, 

.2713  San  Bruno  Av'e.,  1 1  atn-1  pm,  free. 

Talking  With  Angels,  a  play  about 
renewal  in  the  face  of  destruction, 
Saturday,  November  16th  and  Sunday, 
November  17th  at  Spanganga,  3376  19th 
Street,  Saturday  at  8pm,  Sunday  at  5pm, 
Tickets:  $25;  Students  and  Seniors  $20; 

NOBODY  FROM  IPANEMA  (Funky 
Samba  -  LIVE)  10  pm,  $7,  ELBO  ROOM, 
647  Valencia,  552-7788. 


OMAR  &  THE  STRINGPOPPERS  plus 
BLUE  CROWN  9  pm  -  $8,  ELBO 
ROOM,  647  Valencia,  552-7788 

DARK  SPARKLE  dj's  take  you  to  the 
dark  side  of  the  70's  &  80's  (9  pm)  $5  until 
10  $7  after  10  -  18  &  over  CAFE  DU 
NORD  2170  Market  St  415-861-5016  or 
cindy@cafedunord.  com- 

THURSDAY  14 

Heartland  (1981),  shown  in  Large-Screen 
Video  at  Koret  Auditorium,  Main  Library, 
100  Larkin,  12  noon,  free. 

LOS  COMPAS  plus  DJ  CARLITO'S 
WAY  10  pm  -  $7  ELBO  ROOM,  647 
Valencia,  415-552-7788. 

BOBBY  BARE  JR.,  COURT  &  SPARK 
REAL  SIPPIN  WHISKEYS  (9:30  pm) 

$7  CAFE  DU  NORD,  2170  Market  St. 
861-5016  or  cindy@cafedunord.com- 

FRIDAY  15 

Film  Arts  Festival  presents  The  Last  Day 
of  November  and  Curve  Ball,  9:30  pm, 
Brava  Arts  Center,  2781  24th  Street,  552- 
3456. 


KASPER  HAUSER,  An  Hilarious  hour  of 
sketch  comedy  at  Spanganga,  3376  19th  St. 
@  Mission,  10  pm,  $10.  821-1102 


Enrollment  Time 

Are  you  planning  to  enroll  your  child  in  a 
San  Francisco  Public  School  for  the  first 
time?  If  so,  you  should  know  that  the 
enrollment  period  for  the  2003-2004  school 
year  runs  from  November  1st  through 
January  31st.  Enrollment  applications  are 
available  at  all  San  Francisco  District 
Schools  and  at  the  Educational  Placement 
Center  located  at  555  Franklin  Street,  Room 
100.  You  can  also  print  out  an  application 
online  at  www.susd.edu.  To  learn  more 
about  enrolling  your  child,  call  (415)  241- 
6085. 


Since  1973 

SYNERGY 
SCHOOL  / 


Grades  K-8 


& 


PASSENGER,  FRED,  FEVER  PITCH, 
JOSH  FIX  &  THE  FURIOUS  FORCE 

(8  pm)  $10  CLUB  G%LIA,  2565  mission 
@  22nd,  e-mail  Paradisebarb@aol.com  or 
call  263  4848 

O-MAYA  (Latin  Funk  -  LIVE  MUSIC) 

10  pm  -  $8  ELBO  ROOM,  647  Valencia, 
415-552-7788. 

MATT  POND  PA.,  MT.  EGYPT 

(10  pm)  $6  CAFE  DU  NORD  2170 
Market  861-5016  or 

ci  ndy@cafedunord.com- 

SATURDAY  16 

Film  Arts  Festival  presents  An  Elegy  To 
Our  Small  Selves  and  Buckle  My  Shoe  at 
Brava  Theater  Center,  2781  24th  Street,  3 
pm. 

Family  Storytime  in  Spanish — For  the 
entire  family.  A  short  craft  activity  follows 
storytime.Mission  Branch  Library,  300 
Bartlett  @  24th,  12  noon,  free. 


Small  Classes 
Challenging  Academics 
Multi-Cultural 
Innovative  Programs 
Extended  Care 

415-567-6177 

www.  synergy,  pvt.  kl  2 .  ca.  us 
1387  Valencia  St.  at  25th 


Children’s  Day  School 

Grades  preschool  -  8 


WeVe  Expanding! 


Now  recruiting  6th  graders  for  our  new  middle  school 

6th  grade  -  begins  Fall  2003 
7th  grade  -  begins  Fall  2004 
8th  grade  -  begins  Fall  2005 

*  Academic  excellence 

*  Socially  responsible,  engaged  children 
*  Dedicated,  enthusiastic  teachers 

*  Sunny,  safe,  farm  and  garden  campus 
4=  Stimulating  Extended  Program 

*  Sliding  scale  tuition 

Preschool/Elementary  Open  House 

November  7,  7-8:30pm 

Middle  School  Open  House 

November  14,  7-8:30pm 

Call  today  to  RSVP  for  the  Open  House  or  to  schedule  a  tour. 

Come  see  for  yourself  why  Children’s  Day  School 
is  an  inspired  community  of  learners. 


Since  1996 

333  Dolores  Street  (btw.  16th  &  17th),  San  Francisco 

4 1 5-86 1  -5432  /  www.cds-sf.org 


OUAN  YIN  HEALING  ARTS  CENTER 

Since  1984r  offering  the  best  in  Comprehensive 
Acupuncture  Treatment  Programs 

Arthritis 
Women's  Health 
Asthma,  Smoking 
Stroke,  Brain  Injury 
Therapeutic  Massage 
Depression  &  Anxiety 
Management  of  HIV  Infection 
Full  Management  Program  for  Hepatitis  C 

CHILDCARE  PROVIDED  FRIDAYS  AND  SATURDAYS 
DROP  INTREATMENT  FOR  ADDICTION  AND  CHEMICAL  DEPENDENCY 
PRIVATE  INSURANCE  MEDI  CAL  WORKERS  COM!)  PERSONAL  INJURY 

455  VaIencia  street’  San  Francisco  415-861-4964  qyhac@aol.com 


REST  AURA 


e*t  MARC  ABIT  AS 

MEXICAN  CUISINE  , 

in  the  Bay  aRea 

WEEKEND 
BRUNCH 
11AM -2PM 
SATURDAY 
AND  SUNDAY 
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THE  PATTERN,  HAR  MAR. 
SUPERSTAR,  THE  AGENDA,  (9:30 
pm)  $10  -  All  Ages  Show, 

(Indie  Rock  -  LIVE)CAFE  DU  NORD 
2 1 70  Market  St. ,  415-861-5016 

***A1I  Ages  Rock  &  Roll  Show**** 
DAYTIME  SHOW  MEND  A,  FOUR- 
MINUTE  MILE  +  OTHER  BANDS  TBA 
(2-6  pm)  $5-10  CLUB  GALIA,  2565 
mission  @  22nd  Street,  e-mail 
Paradisebarb@aol.com  or  call  263  4848 


WEDNESDAY  20 
THURSDAY  21 

Princess  Moxie,  a  rousing  and  silly  puppet 
show  for  all  ages.  Mission  Branch  Library, 
300  Bartlett,  12:30  pm,  free. 

Ballad  of  Cable  Hogue  (1970),  shown  in 
big-screen  video  at  Koret  Auditorium, 
Main  Library,  100  Larkin,  12  noon,  free. 

FRIDAY  22 


SUNDAY  24 

Mission  Village  Art,  Farm  and  Flea 
Market  happens  every  Sunday  this  month 
10  am  til  5  pm  on  Florida  Street  between 
18th  and  19th  Streets.Check  it  out,  and/or 
call  Cellspace  at  648  7562 

An  open  reading  from  the  works  of 
William  Butler  Yeats,  hosted  by  poet 
Walter  Brents.  4:30  pm,  Bird  and  Beckett 
Books  and  Records,  2788  Diamond  Street. 
586-3733 


TUESDAY  26 

Poet  John  Oliver  Simon  reads  his  work, 
followed  by  an  open  mic.  7:30  pm.  Bird 
and  Beckett  Books  and  Records,  2788 
Piamond  Street.  586-3733 

SATURDAY  30 

Family  Storytime  in  Spanish — For  the 
entirefamily.  A  short  craft  activity  follows 
storytime.Mission  Branch  Library',  300 
Bartlett  @  24th,  12  noon,  free. 


New  artwork  by  Julio  Cesar  Martinez  and 
Kurt  Stocckcl  opens  with  a  reception  6 
pm- 

11  pm  at  Melting  Point  •  Gallery,  1340 
Bryant  (at  Division). 

SUNDAY  17 

Mission  Village  Art,  Farm  and  Flea 
Market  happens  every  Sunday  this  month 
10  am  til  5  pmon  Florida  Street  between 
18th  and  19th  Streets.Check  it  out,  and/or 
call  Cellspace  at  648  7562 


KASPER  HAUSER,  An  Hilarious  hour 
of  sketch  comedy  at  Spanganga, 

3376  19th  St.  @  Mission,  10  pm,  $10.  821- 
1102 


SATURDAY  23 


Family  Storytime  in  Spanish — For  the 
entire  family.  A  short  craft  activity  follows 
storytime.Mission  Branch  Library,  300 
Bartlett  @  24th,  12  noon,  free. 


open  m o b d a y  t trough  Saturday-  9BRi-2am 

« 
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Diane  Di  Prima  presents  poets  Joan  Marie 
Wood,  David  Hadbawnik  and  Jo  Kaufman. 
7:30  pm.  Bird  and  Beckett  Books  and 
Records,  2788  Diamond  St.  586-3733 


KUSF  ROCK  'n'  SWAP  -  a  giant  record 
collector'sfair,  held  in  McEkren  Hall  on  the 
USF  campus,  Parker  &  Golden  Gate 
Avenues,  10am-2pm.  $2  admission.  USF 
students  with  ID  are  free. 

MONDAY  18 

TUESDAY  19 

Richard  Kamler,  artist,  activist,  educator 
talks  about  his  current  project, 

SEEING  PEACE:  ARTISTS 

COLLABORATE 

WITH  THE  UNITED  NATIONS 

California  Institute  of  Integral  Studies, 

Namaste  Hall,  1453  Mission  Street 

Lecture  begins  at  7  pm.  Cost:  $3-5 


VALENCIA  CYCLERY _  Bicycles  by: 

EPEEiAUZEO 

HHRQ 

TREK 

Huge  Selection  of  Paris,  Accwmtrny 

Fast,  Expert  Repairs -All  Makes  kMli 

WFROX  BIKES  FOR  TRAVEL 


(between  2ist  and  22nd  Streets) 

HOURS:  1077  Valencia  1065  Valencia 

Sun  11  am- 5  pm 

Mon-Sat  10  am- 6  pm  550-6600  (sales)  550-6601  (repairs) 
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Keen  ail  eye  on  tty  Hal 


How  Oil  yoir  siwen/isor  vote  this  week? 
COck  on  shfotewatch.com 

Developed  by  experienced  City  Hail  watchers,  sfvotewatch.com 
tracks  and  catalogues  every  vote  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
and  links  to  expert  analysis.  You  can  search  and  sort  the 
sfvotewatch  database  to  keep  track  of  the  issues  important  to 
you  —  city  contracts,  development,  spending,  taxes  —  it's  all 
there.  And  sfvotewatch.com  is  free. 

sfiNHewatch.com 

Realtime  Sunshine  on  City  Hall 


sfvotewatch  is  a  public  service  of:  Committee  on  Jobs: 
San  Francisco  Small  Business  Network:  San  Francisco 
Partnership:  BOMA:  San  Francisco  Hotel  Council;  Golden 
Gate  Restaurant  Association;  Golden  Gate  Business 
Association;  Coalition  for  Better  Housing;  San  Francisco 
Apartment  Association;  San  Francisco  Association  of 
Realtors;  Council  of  District  Merchants;  CAVEC; 
Downtown  Association;  Union  Square  Association 
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Something  For  Everyone  at 
Salvation  Army  Center 

By  Justin  Nyberg 


Walking  into  the  Salvation  Army's 
Mission  Corps  Community  Center  on  a  hot 
afternoon  is  a  chaotic  experience.  Sweaty 
volunteers  wheel  carts  of  food  through 
groups  of  seniors  eating  lunch.  Children 
dash  between  tables  or  cluster  loudly 
around  three  arcade  games  in  a  side  room, 
chattering  in  Spanish  and  English. 
Standing  in  the  middle  of  it  all  are  the 
Center’s  officers,  Mario  and  Beatriz  Ruiz, 
directing  traffic.  The  doors  of  the  Center 
are  wide  open,  and  the  scent  of  bread 
baking  in  the  onsite  kitchen  and  the  sound 
of  voices  spill  out  onto  Valencia  Street. 

“We  don’t  want  anyone  thinking  that 
we’re  not  open,”  Mario  says  with  a  smile. 

Indeed,  you  might  overlook  the 
Salvation  Army  Mission  Corps  as  you 
drive  down  Valencia  past  22nd  Street.  The 
building  is  a  modest  church  in  the 
California-mission  style,  and  the  sign  is 
partially  obscured  by  trees.  If  it  were  not 
for  a  small  placard  on  the  curb,  you  might 
not  know  it  was  one  of  the  Mission 
District’s  busiest  community  centers. 

Inconspicuousness  is  thematic  with  The 
Salvation  Army.  Although  they  are  one  of 
the  largest  charities  in  America,  not  many 
people  know  exactly  what  they  do.  Many 
associate  the  Salvation  Army  with  thrift 
stores  and  disaster  relief,  but  few  are  aware 
of  the  day-to-day  services  they  provide  to 
local  communities.  “People  don’t  know  all 
the  things  we  do  here,”  Beatriz  Ruiz 
laments. 

The  Salvation  Army  Mission  Corps 
provides  programs  and  services  for  people 
of  all  ages  and  backgrounds.  They  serve 
meals  every  day  to  about  60  people, 
charging  $1.25  for  a  hearty  plate  of 
chicken,  rice,  potatoes,  and  salad.  They 
also  distribute  free  food  to  the  community 
every  Friday  afternoon. 

They  have  many  services  for  seniors:  a 
total  of  68  women  participate  in  the  Home 
League  program,  a  support  group,  which 
meets  each  Wednesday  to  do  a  variety  of 
crafts  and  community  service  activities; 
other  seniors  volunteer  for  the  League  of 
Mercy  and  visit  the  lonely  at  retirement 
homes  in  the  area. 

For  the  unemployed.  The  Salvation 
Army  Mission  Corps  offers  a  job  referral 
service  and,  since  the  atmosphere  is  so 
familial,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ruiz  often  find 
small  jobs  for  people  to  tide  them  over 
until  they  find  permanent  work. 

The  Center  offers  day-care  services  for 
children  during  the  summer  and  after 
school,  as  well  as  various  youth  programs. 
A  cafe-style,  open-inic  program  called 
‘Coffee  House’  is  well  attended  by  teens, 


many  of  them  in  gangs,  who  socialize  and 
showcase  their  talents  each  month  in  a 
wholesome  environment.  The  Center  also 
offers  retreats,  mixers,  and  music  lessons 
for  people  of  all  ages. 

It  might  have  been  the  music  lessons, 
and  the  piano  in  the  lunchroom,  that  saved 
the  life  of  Giovanni  Pedroncini,  a  Mission 
District  resident  and  retired  MUNI  bus 
driver,  who  has  lived  alone  on  very  limited 
funds  since  the  deaths  of  his  mother  and 
stepfather.  Before  finding  the  community 
at  the  Mission  Corps,  he  had  been  having 
suicidal  thoughts.  “I  just  turned  70,  and 
when  you  get  to  be  this  age...  after  the 
work  is  done  you  ask  yourself,  ‘Why  am  I 
still  around?”’ 

“I  was  tinkling  on  their  piano  one  day 
and  they  asked  me  to  play  more  often,”  he 
said,  and  he  began  to  take  lessons  at  the 
center.  According  to  Giovanni,  that  made 
all  the  difference. 

“I’ve  played  the  piano,  I’ve  played  the 
guitar.  I’ve  sung.  They  get  people  together 
to  be  happy  and  have  fun.  I  would  say  that 
kind  of  emotional  nourishment  is  as 
important  as  nutrition,”  he  explained. 
“Most  of  all,  they  give  people  a  reason  to 
be  alive.” 

Though  it  is  often  focused  on  the  human 
needs  of  the  people  it  helps,  the  Salvation 
Army  is  also  a  church,  and  so  a  large  part 
of  its  work  is  evangelical.  “I  think  The 
Salvation  Army  is  one  of  the  best 
churches,  with  the  best  resources  for 
helping  people,”  says  Beatriz  Ruiz.  Her 
husband  agrees,  “Not  only  to  pray  for  them 
but  to  give  food  to  them  ” 

While  The  Salvation  Army  has  outposts 
all  over  the  city,  the  Mission  Corps  retains 
the  unique  flavor  of  the  community.  This 
afternoon,  amidst  the  clatter  and 
commotion  of  an  average  day  at  the  center, 
a  food  delivery  worker  arrives 
unexpectedly  with  a  dolly-load  of  fiery 
Serrano  peppers  and  presents  them  to 
Mario  and  Beatriz. 

“I  was  going  to  leave  them  all  at  [the 
community  center  on]  Turk  St.,”  he 
explained,  “but-  I  was  thinking  all  the 
people  there,  they’re  not  gonna  eat  all 
these  chilies.”  So  he  took  it  upon  himself 
to-drivc  them  down  to  the  Mission. 

The  Ruizs  chuckled  when  asked  what 
they  would  do  with  over  one  hundred 
pounds  of  hot  chilies.  Mario  flashed  a 
mischievous  smile  and  said,  “Have  you 
ever  had  taco  de  cabeza?” 


For  more  information  on  the  services 
provided  by  The  Salvation  Army  at  the 
Mission  Corps,  call  648-0276. 


HAPPY  HOUR 

TtfE-SUM  HALF  PRICE  PIZZAS 

6  $3  well  drinks  $4  MARTINIS 


www.aauNosu vb.com  -  wn* <■**#<*  tu®  -  sun 


You  may  qualify  for  a 

Lifeline  Garbage  Rate. 


Lifeline  Garbage  Rates  are  discounted  garbage  rates 
available  to  low  income  households. 

For  more  information  on  Lifeline  Rates,  qualification 
criteria  or  to  get  an  application  please  visit  our  web 
site  at  www.SunsetScavenger.com  or 
call  us  at  330-1300  to  have  a 
Lifeline  Rate  Guide  and 
application  mailed 
to  you. 


SF  Environment 


Deportment  of  the  Environment 
City  &  County  of  San  Francisco 
www.sfenvironment.com 


I’m/ilr  •  Snvirr  •  F.nvtronuwnt 
SUNSET  SCAVENGER  COMPANY 
GOLDEN  GATE  DISPOSAL 
&  RECYCLING  COMPANY 

No- Oil  Wute  Systems.  Inc 
PmmJ  In  he  F.mplnyex  (IwncJ 


THE  PIERS  27'31 

The  Mills  Corporation  and  the  YMCA  of  San  Francisco  would  like  to  invite  you  to 
a  community  meeting  regarding  the  planned  recreational  project  at  Piers  27-3  I . 

Please  join  us  at: 


Bernal  Heights  Neighborhood  Center 
5  1 5  Cortland  Ave.  (between  Andover  and  Moultri  e) 

Tuesday,  December  3 
7-8  p.m. 

Refreshments  will  be  served 


Please  join  us  for  an  introduction  to  this  exciting  project  designed  to  revitalize  Piers 
27-3 1  and  provide  accessible,  affordable  recreational  activities  for  all  San  Franciscans. 
The  project  will  include  a  new  YMCA  with  a  broad  range  of  indoor  and  outdoor 
activities  for  the  general  public,  recreational  retail,  restaurants,  site-sensitive  office 
space,  a  sailing  facility  managed  by  America  True  and  more  than  367,000  square  feet 
of  open  space.  For  dates  and  locations  of  all  upcoming  meetings  please  visit 
www.piers27-3 1  .com 


YMCA  of 
San  Francisco 


Aarriri  True 


] 
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THE  MILLS* 


Seeking  Additional  Public 
Members  For  Presidio 
Environmental  Advisory  Board 


The  Restoration  Advisory  Board  for  the  Presidio  of  San  Francisco 
is  searching  for  new  community  members.  The  board  advises  the 
Presidio  Trust  on  the  removal  of  environmental  contamination  at 
the  Presidio.  If  you  are  interested  in  helping  to 
guide  the  environmental  cleanup  of  the 
Presidio  and  can  dedicate  time  to  attend 
evening  meetings,  please  contact  Denise  Fraga 
at  (415)  561-2720  or  dfraga@presidiotrust.gov  . 
for  an  application. 
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'v  A  BAD  A- CAPOEIRA  SAN  FRANCISCO 
cX&cVt  BRAZILIAN  (V/LTVRAL  CENTER  /< 
Q&y  5221  22ND  STREET  @ MISSION  ST. 
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http://www.abada.org  PHONE  (415)  284*6196 


HELD  IN  SF,  ABADA-CAPOEIRA’S  JOGOS  2002 
INTERNATIONAL  CAPOEIRA  COMPETITION 
TO  FEATURE  TOP-RANKED  COMPETITORS 
FROM  BRAZIL,  EUROPE  &  USA. 


Days  of  the  Dead 


Making  an  altar  creates  a  sacred 
meeting  place  for  spirit  and  matter.  The 
decorated  family  graves  of  the  Mexican 
graveyard  become  a  kind  of  altar,  a  place 
where  the  living  can  leave  offerings  of 
flowers  and  candles,  and  where  they  will 
meet  again  with  their  beloved  departed. 
This  connection  with  our  dead  family 
becomes  a  tie  to  our  lost  past  and, 
ultimately,  to  our  ancient  ancestors. 

Archeological  evidence  shows  the 
ancient  Mexicans  buried  their  dead  under 
their  homes,  which  kept  the  living  in  close 
contact  with  their  ancestors.  This  practice 
also  meant  that  death  was  a  constant 
companion,  reminding  people  of  their  own 
mortality.  In  these  days,  with  their  dead 
interred  separately  in  communal  cemeteries, 
the  people  of  Mexico  pave  ephemeral 
pathways  to  their  home  altars  using  the 
petals  of  cempasuchitl,  or  marigolds,  which 
represent  the  waning  sun  of  the  season,  to 
light  the  souls'  way  back  home. 

I’m  big  into  symbolism,  and  I  think 
the  food  items  used  on  these  altars  have 
other  meanings.  The  rich  chocolate  chile 
sauce  mole ,  I  believe  represents  blood,  and 
perhaps  symbolizes  the  connection  of 
family  blood.  Pan  de  Muerto,  the  Bread  of 
the  Dead,  may  represent  the  human  body 
since  it's  often  made  into  the  shape  of 
people.  Seeds  are  equated  with  rebirth;  and 
root  vegetables,  like  peanuts  and  potatoes, 
are  likely  a  reminder  of  the  underworld, 
where  the  dead  continue  their  existence. 
Alcoholic  and  carbonated  beverages  are 
often  placed  on  altars  because  they  are 
believed  to  be  activated  by  “spirit.” 

Altar-building,  having  rituals  and  a 
place  for  receiving  dead  ancestors,  can  be 
seen  as  a  way  of  creating  a  psychological 
place  in  one's  psyche  for  integrating  death 
and  the  so-called  negative  aspects  of-  life. 
As  we  make  altars  and  offer  reverence  to 
ancestors,  spirit  or  gods,  we  in  turn 
recognize  and  reverence  our  own  deepest 
and  spiritual  selves. 


Dear  La  Curandera, 

I’m  not  a  Latina,  but  I  have  a  pre¬ 
occupation  with  death.  I  tend  to  dress  in 
black  and  have  an  interest  in  Gothic  items 
and  things  supernatural.  Some  people  think 
I  am  weird  and  far  removed  from  the 
mainstream.  I  tend  to  think  this  is  normal  as 
various  cultures  have  different  traditions 
around  Halloween,  which  reinforces  my 
belief  in  my  “normality.”  What  are  your 
views  on  this  subject? 

Normal  in  SF. 


Dear  Normal: 

Many  other  cultures  do  indeed 
have  rituals  celebrating  death  which  are 
integrated  into  their  culture.  As  a  result, 
this  seems  to  create  cultures  that  are  more 
psychologically  balanced  and  accepting  of 
the  life  cycle  in  all  its  aspects.  North 
Americans  tend  to  avoid  the  subject  of 
death.  One  example  of  this  fear  is  how  we 
use  euphemisms  such  as  ‘passed  on’  or  ‘she 
is  no  longer  with  us,’  to  say  ‘died’  and  ‘is 
dead.’  I  believe  this  fear  is  unhealthy,  as  it 
causes  us  to  reject  and  fear  what  is  perfectly 
human. 

When  a  culture  rejects  death,  there 
are  bound  to  be  some  people,  such  as 
yourself,  whose  personal  choices  about  how 
to  live  and  dress  will  threaten,  and  even  be 
taken  as  a  personal  affront  by  others.  Your 
way  of  life  probably  threatens  them  because 
they  don’t  want  to  be  confronted  with  the 
idea  of  death-worst  of  all,  of  their  own. 

La  Post-Modern  Curandera  is  by 
Resurreccion  Cruz,  author  of  “Santora,  The 
Good  Daughter,”  Xipactli  Publishing, 
available  at  Modem  Times  Books,  Bernal 
Books,  and  Barnes  &  Nobel.com.  If  you 
have  spiritual  or  health  questions  that  aren»t 
being  addressed  by  your  religious  and 
medical  establishments,  send  Rez  your 
questions  at 

lacurandera@earthmonsterbooks.com. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA-  ABADA- 
Capoeira  San  Francisco  announced  the 
logos  2002  International  Capoeira 
Competition.  On  November  15th  &  16th 
ABADA-Capoeira  San  Francisco  will  host 
the  first  ever  “ABADA  Jogos  International” 
Capoeira  Competition  to  be  held  in  the 
United  States.  The  event  will  feature  top- 
level  capoeira  practitioners  from  Brazil,  the 
U.S.  and  around  the  globe. 

Datc/Timc: 

Jogos  Competition  -  Preliminaries  - 
Friday  Nov.  15,  6  p.m. 

Jogos  Competition  -  Finals  -  Saturday 
Nov.  16,  3  p.m: 

Location: 

ABADA  Capoeira  San  Francisco/ 
Brazilian  Cultural  Center 

3221  22nd  Street  (comer  of  Mission  and 
22nd),  San  Francisco,  CA  94110 


Cost: 

Admission  is  $10  for  adults,  $6  for  youth 
ages  8-14,  and  free  to  kids  under  8. 

About  ABADA  Capoeira  San  Francisco 
/Brazilian  Cultural  Center: 

ABADA-Capoeira  San  Francisco  is  a 
non-profit  501(C)3  organization  that  is 
dedicated  to  promoting  the  Afro-Brazilian 
traditional  art  of  capoeira.  ABADA- 
Capoeira  SF —  based  in  the  SF  Mission 
District —  conducts  Arts  Education 
programs  in  Bay  Area  schools  and 
community  centers,  offers  a  NO-COST 
capoeira  program  for  low-income  teens, 
operates  the  Brazilian  Cultural  Center, 
sponsors  a  professional  dance  and  music 
ensemble,  and  annually  produces  several 
major  public  performances  and  master 
workshops  featuring  guest  Brazilian  artists 
and  local  Brazilian  performers. 


Good 
for  35  years! 

Called  the  "Best  Diner 
in  the  City.  '' 

-SF  Chronicle 
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Cafe  /  Restaurant 

FOOD  &  FANTASY  OF  STAIN 

rr  yr 4*  fiome  of  S(h)ANGRI(L)A 

Monday-Thursday:  5:50-10:50  pm  Friday  &  Satuday:  6-12  midnight 


3120  -16th  Street 


431-4069 
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MISSION  CAMERA  SHOP 


Black  &  White  develop  and  print 
3"x  5"  or  4"x'6"  with  or  without  borders 
$1263  24exp.  $1625  36exp.  one  to  two  days 


B&W  Film  (35mm) 
develop  only  S2Z5 
(no  prints  or  proof  sheet) 


Check  out  our  large  selection  of  Black  &  White  film, 
used  cameras  and  lenses,  assorted  camera  accessories, 
darkroom  supplies  and  color  phptofinishing  service. 

1089  Valencia  at  22nd  Street  641-8396 

10am  to  5:30pm  Monday  through  Friday  •  11am  to  5pm  Saturday 


Guided  Imagery-  Acupressure 
--  Empowerment-  Hope  - 

David  Spero  RN,  Health/Wellness  Coach 
Specializing  in  chronic  and  hard-to-treat  problems 
Call  415-585-9851  for  consultation.  Learn  more  at 
davidsperom.com.  E-mail  david@,art-of-getting- well . com . 

Read  my  book:  The  Art  of  Getting  Well:  a  Five-Step  Plan  for 
Maximizing  Health  When  You  Have  a  Chronic  Illness 


HARRINGTON  BROS. 


Furnishings 

Antiques 

Moving 


ART  ARENA 


BY  MARIO  JOEL 


Zero  Point  Field 


Xeno-“La  explosion  teatral  evoluciona  en 
esta  obra  con  el  dinamismo  de  la  busqueda 
y  el  encuentro  en  la  profundidad  del 
universo  de  las  voces  intemas,  en  el  punto 
resplandeciente  de  la  magia  del  amor  y 
entrega  mlstica  en  la  creacion  de  esta  obra 
que  nos  trae  un  conjunto  de  novedades  con 
una  tematica  lirica,  viajando  en  las 
manifestaciones  clasicas  del  circo  y 
acrobacias  del  ballet  modemo  mezclado  con 
video  de  proyecciones,  con  una  estupenda 
ingeneria  de  sonido  musical.” 
-Mario  Joel 

Xeno,  a  new  genre  American  performance 
company,  presents  their  latest  ensemble 
creation,  Zero  Point  Field,  in  the  company’s 
theater  at  1320  Potrero  Avenue  on 


photo  by  Ken  James 

Thursday,  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  at  9 
pm  through  December  14.  Combining  their 
classical  training  in  modem  dance  and 
ballet  with  the  circus  arts  of  acrobatics, 
pyrotechnics  and  trapeze,  Xeno  members 
have  collaborated  for  seven  years  to  perfect 
their  own  hybrid  theatrical  style.  The 
original  musical  compositions  that  fuel  Zero 
Point  Field  draw  upon  influences  from 
West  African  rhythm,  Indian  raga,  and 
Japanese  taito  to  break  beat,  two-step,  punk 
rock  and  electronica. 

Xeno’s  home  theater,  Xenodrome,  is  a 
community  center  for  the  arts  which  houses 
film  and  video  production  facilities,  a 
rehearsal  studio,  and  a  1000  sq.  foot  art 
gallery  in  addition  to  the  full^  equipped 
theater. 

For  information  about  Xeno,  Xenodrome 
and  Zero  Point  Field,  visit  the  website  at 
www.xenodrome.com  or  call  (415)  285- 
9366 


599  VALENCIA  (at  17th) 
(415)  861-7300 

We  Buy  &  Sell  Everything 
for  Home  &  Office 
Old,  Like  New  &  Antique 


10  a. in.  to  6  p.m.  Monday  thru  Saturday 

Major  C.redit  Cards  Accepted 


IH  68 
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Mission  Public  Schools 
Need  You! 


♦  Assist  teachers  in  a  classroom 

♦  Tutor  individual  students 

♦  Be  a  lunchtime  and  recess  adult 

♦  Lead  art  projects 

♦  Help  in  the  school  library 


We  are  looking  for  adults  to  donate  their  time  and 
talents  to  a  public  school.  In  as  little  as  one  hour  a 
week  you  can  make  a  difference  in  the  quality  of 
educational  programs  at  a  Mission  School. 

^  Resolve  to  get  involved. 


For  more  information  contact: 
Ario  E.  Salazar 

San  Francisco  School  Volunteers 
(415)749-3700x3021 
Axio_Salazar@sfsv.org 

http:Wwww.sfsv.org 
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Cuts  &  Styling  *  Color  •  highlights 
Deep  Conditioning  Treatment 
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Quality 
Products  and 
Excellent  Service 
for  Women  &  Men 


Pet  of 
the  month 


We’re  Popcorn  and  Angel,  a  pair  of  feline  you  won’t  have  to  worry  about  leaving  us 
friends-for-life  waiting  for  a  home  at  the  alone.  We’ll  keep  each  other  company  and 
San  Francisco  SPCA.  I’m  Popcorn  (left  in  entertain  ourselves.  When  you’re  home, 
photo),  a  9-year-old,  black-and-white  you’ll  have  fun  watching  us  interact.  Two 
domestic  shorthair.  I’m  a  brilliant,  funny  cats  really  aren’t  more  work  that  one  cat, 
girl  who  is  outgoing  and  curious.  I  love  especially  when  they’re  mature  felines  like 
gentle  attention  and  might  even  go  for  some  us.  We’re  still  active,  but  at  our  age,  we  are 
tummy  rubs.  If  you  really  want  to  capture  well  past  the  high-energy  kitten  stage  of 
my  attention — and  my  heart — give  me  a  life.  Like  most  older  cats,  we  are  mellower 
toy;  I  love  to  play,  especially  with  those  and  less  demanding  than  youngsters, 
little  catnip  mice.  I’m  Angel  (right  in  Kittens  usually  find  homes  quickly,  but  cats 
photo),  an  11 -year-old  flame-point  our  age  really  need  your  love.  If  you  are 
Himalayan  mix.  I’m  a  great  looking  boy  interested  in  adopting  us,  come  visit  us  at 
who  likes  to  sit  pretty  (see  how  the  camera  the  San  Francisco  SPCA,  2500  16th  Street, 
loves  me!).  I’m  sooo  soft  and  I  love  to  curl  San  Francisco,  CA  94103,  415-554-3000, 
up  on  a  warm  lap  and  purrrrr.  I  adore  gentle  www.sfspca.org. 
petting  and  cuddling  and  I  love  to  play.  CONTACT:  Karin  Jaffie 

There  are  advantages  to  having  two  cats  in  PR  &  Marketing  Coordinator,  SF  SPCA 
your  family.  When  you’re  away  from  home,  kiaffie@sfspca.org  415.554.3050 


3166  '22nd  Street  (at  Mission)  821-9420 


WANTED  FOLK,  COUNTRY  AND  WORLD  MUSICIANS 

OPEN  MIC 

EVERY  TUESDAY  AT  8:30PM 

CAFE  ESPRESSO  BRAVO 
603  VALENCIA 


TEL:  (415)  431-7516 


3/59  -  I6TH  meet  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94103 


Ruby  Gallery  is 
Local  Artists  working 
for  themselves 
Art  is  our  day  job! 


Voted  Best  Place 
to  buy  Jewelry 
Bay  Guardian  2000/2001 


*  Jewelry  *  Gifts 

%  Accessories  ^  Home 

Ruby  Gallery 
3602  20th  St  @  Valencia 
415  550  8052 


Please  Visit... 

www. SFHomeZ.com 

...  Your  Real  Estate  Resource  for  Sellers  and  Buyers! 

♦  Request  a  Free  Market  Analysis  of  your  Home 

♦  Request  a  Free  List  of  Homes  Meeting  your  Needs 

♦  Access  Helpful  Buyer/Seller  Information  and  Resources 

♦  Instantly  Access  a  Mortgage  Payment  Calculator 

♦  Get  Up-to-Date  Interest  Rates  and  Loan  Programs 

♦  Bilingual,  Se  Habla  Espanol 

♦  References  Available 

♦  Experienced 

COUNT  on  HONEST 
and  ETHICAL  SERVICE 


ZEPHYR 

REAL  ESTATE 

215  WEST  PORTAL  AVENUE 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94127 


Call  me  for  a 
free  consultation 
about  the  market 
or  any  other 
real  estate  needs 
you  may  have! 

Ricky  Diaz  Anaya 
REALTOR 
(415)731-5011  EXT.  126 
Rickv@sfhomez.com 
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SEASON’S  CHANGE 

November  is  a  good  month.  Trees  turn 
colors,  the  weather  gets  a  bit  brisker,  and 
the  days  get  shorter.  I  like  Autumn.  I  like 
longer  nights  and  warm  sweaters.  And  Fall 
also  means  Thanksgiving,  with  Christmas 
and  Hanukkah  right  around  the  comer,  and 
holidays  with  family  and  friends.  This 
month.  I’ve  set  aside  some  books  that  may 
provide  distraction,  diversion, 
entertainment  and  some  nifty  food  for 
thought  to  either  help  stave  off  the  holiday 
blues  or  to  make  for  interesting  dinner  table 
conversation. 

A  couple  of  exciting  new  mysteries  and  two 
new  books  for  the  conspiracy  theorist  in 
you: 

A  Playdate  with  Death 
By  Ayelet  Waldman 

This  third  ‘'mom my- track”  mystery  is  sure 
to  please.  Our  favorite  sleuth,  Juliet 
Applebaum,  is  at  it  again,  but  this  time 
she’s  a  stay-at-home  mom  taking  care  of 
her  kids.  The  mystery  in  this  story  involves 
adoption,  heredity  and  genetics.  And  it’s  all 
set  nicely  against  the  backdrop  of  Juliet’s 
own  experiences  with  motherhood. 

A  Mist  of  Prophecies 
By  Steven  Saylor 

This  is  Saylor’s  ninth  book  in  the  Roma 
Sub  Rosa  series  of  historical  mysteries.  The 
setting  is  ancient  Rome;  the  fight  involves 
Julius  Caesar  and  Pompey;  the  mystery 
involves  a  charismatic  madwoman  named 
Cassandra.  If  that  doesn’t  make  you  want  to 
read  this  book,  I’m  not  sure  what  will. 

9-11  By  Noam  Chomsky 
Our  favorite  MIT  linguist  does  9-11.  This 
book  is  based  on  interviews  with  Chomsky, 
and  covers  the  role  of  the  media,  capitalism 
and  globalization  in  the  fall  of  the  twin 
towers.  The  opinions  aren’t  new,  since  they 
can  be  found  in  his  earlier  writings,  but  the 
read  is  still  a  good  one.  Also  check  out  the 
video,  Manufacturing  Consent. 

Everything  You  Know  is  Wrong 
Edited  by  Russ  Kick 

The  newest  book  from  the  Disinformation 
Group,  who  brought  us  the  smack-in-tlie- 
pants,  You  are  Being  Lied  To.  This  book 
contains  more  on  the  evils  of  mass  media 
and  culture.  It’s  an  interesting  eye  opener, 
albeit  a  bit  frustrating. 


Mission  Branch 


After  dipping  into  the  pages  of  the  above 
books,  you  may  want  to  read  something  a 
bit  lighter.  Nurture  the  child  within  with 
these  fun  reads.  And  then  see  the  movies. 

The  Two  Towers 
By  J.R.R.  Tolkien 

Book  number  two  of  the  Lord  of  the  Rings 
trilogy.  Middle  Earth.  Frodo  Baggins.  The 
forces  of  good  and  evil.  A  cool  wizard 
named  Gandalf.  Read  the  book  again  before 
the  movie  comes  out. 

Harry  Potter  and  the  Chamber  of 
Secrets  By  J.  K.  Rowling 
Sequel  to  Harry  Potter  and  the  Sorcerer’s 
Stone,  this  next  installment  follows  our 
young  wizard  as  he  and  his  cohorts  solve 
the  mystery  of  the  Chamber  of  Secrets. 

Tuck  Everlasting 
By  Natalie  Babbitt 

Eternal  life:  a  blessing  or  a  curse?  This 
book  for  young  readers  asks  questions 
about  the  meaning  of  life,  death  and  love. 

White  Oleander 
By  Janet  Fitch 

An  Oprah  Book  Club  selection  that’s  a 
really  action-packed  story.  This  book 
follows  the  tragic  and  painful  personal 
journey  of  the  protagonist. 

In  Mission  Branch’s  Children’s  Room: 
Family  Storytime  in  Spanish  - 
Saturdays  at  12  noon 

Infant  /  Toddler  Lapsit,  Bilingual- 
Thursdays  at  1  lam 

Preschool  Storytime  -  Thursdays  at  10am 
Preschool  Videos  - 

Wednesday  November  6th  at  10  and  1  lam 
Princess  Moxie 

Enjoy  this  rousing  and  silly  puppet  show 
for  the  whole  family.  For  all  ages 
Thursday,  November  21  at  12:30pm 

Come  in,  say  hello  and  ask  us  for 
assistance;  we’ll  be  more  than  happy  to 
help  you  find  the  perfect  book  for  pleasure, 
show  you  how  to  do  research  for  school,  or 
help  you  gather  information  for  your  own 
personal  interest. 

E-mail  the  Library  Lady  at  the  Mission 
Branch  with  questions  or  comments! 
librarylady@sfpl.org 


Would  you  buy  fish 

from  just  anybody? 

Probably  not...espedally  after  you  visit 
Mission  Market  Fish  &  Poultry. 

Family  owned  and  operated  in  the  Mission  District  for  22  years. 

Bob  still  buys  fresh  local  fish  early  each  morning.  We  cook  fresh 
crab  right  on  the  premises,  and  are  happy  to  clean,  crack, 
butterfly,  slice,  or  fillet  your  selections  just  the  way  you  like  them. 
And  don't  forget  to  check  out 
our  wide  selection  of  ^ 

California-grown  poultry.  MtSSt 

2590  Mission  Street 

San  Francisco  (415)282-5531  fish  &  poultry 
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ART  AUCTION  BENEFITS  WAR 
VETS  DISABLED  IN  EL  SALVADOR. 

Since  1996,  a  group  of  community  artists 
has  been  producing  an  art  auction  at  the 
end  of  each  year  to  assist  the  disabled 
veterans  from  the  war  in  El  Salvador. 
What  was  initially  a  modest  attempt  to 
help  soon  became  a  humanitarian 
fundraising  effort  that  had  to  continue 
because  of  the  notable  effects  it  produced 
in  El  Salvador.  - 

The  initial  organizing  push  led  to  the 
formation  of  FUNDELIDDI  (Foundation 
for  the  Integral  Development  of  Disabled 
War  Veterans)!  Besides  financing  its 
incorporation,  funds  were  provided  to 
support  a  group  of  committed  activists 
who  lobbied  for  pensions,  compensations 
and  benefits  for  disabled  Salvadoran 
people  in  general.  This  year,  they  achieved 
unprecedented  success,  playing  an  active 
role  in  obtaining  pensions  for  15,000 
disabled  persons. 

Two  years  ago  a  Seminar  on 
Communications  and  Public 
Administration  was  held  in  El  Salvador, 
with  the  participation  of  5  different 
nonprofit  organizations.  Of  special  note 
among  those  present  was  Medicos 
Solidarios,  a  group  that  provides  much 
needed  medical  services  to  their  respective 
communities  in  El  Salvador.  The  main 
object  of  the  seminar  was  to  provide 
administrative  training  and  funding  for 
alternative  cultural  and  agricultural 
programs  to  benefit  northern  rural  areas, 
and  that  is  where  the  main  bulk  of  the 
funds  have  gone.  In  an  effort  to  centralize 
and  consolidate  the  projects,  future  funds 
will  be  used  to  acquire  and  construct  a 
self-sustaining  multipurpose  structure. 
This  will  be  a  fully  equipped,  modem 
facility  with  computer  access,  that  can 
serve  as  a  center  for  social,  cultural  and 
sports  events,  in  a  relatively  isolated  area 
of  San  Vicente  Province.  If  successful,  the 
facility  will  benefit  approximately  100 
family  groups  in  the  nearby  jurisdiction, 
with  the  ultimate  goal  of  achieving  a  self- 
sustaining  cycle  of  micro-investments  and 
income-generating  programs  that  can 
serve  as  a  model  for  future  generations. 

Artistically,  on  the  other  hand,  the  auction 
has  seen  increasing  participation  of 
internationally  recognized  artists,  such  as 
Maestro  Camilo  Minero,  winner  of  El 
Salvador's  National  Cultural  Award,  as 
well  as  other  accomplished  artists  like 
Antonio  Bonilla,  Oscar  Hernandez  and 
Francisco  Zayas,  giving  the  event  a  further 
international  projection.  This  year’s 


auction  will  include  artwork  by  the  local 
San  Francisco  poets  Lawrence  Ferlinghetti 
and  Jack  Hirschman,  the  Salvadoran  poets 
Martivon  Galindo  and  Jorge  Argueta, 
Ricardo  Lindo  from  El  Salvador,  the 
Salvadoran  painters  Ricardo  "Cachi" 
Cartagena,  Carlos  Cartagena,  and  Victor 
Cartagena,  R.  Gilberto  Osono,  the 
Guatemalan  artist  Carlos  Loarca,  as  well 
as  work  by  the  renowned  Mexican  painter 
David  Alfaro  Siqueiros.  More  than  25 
local  artists  will  also  participate. 

The  auction  will  take  place  on  Friday, 
December  7,  from  7  until  lO  pm  at  Pifiata 
Art  Gallery,  4268  Mission  St.  (@  Silver 
Ave.)  Tel:  (415)  333-8001 

"Coffee,  No  Sugar  /  Cafe,  Sin  Azucar" 

A  Poetry  reading 
at  Mission  Cultural  Center 
2868  24th  Street,  San  Francisco 
Wednesday,  November  6 
at  7:30  pm. 

M.C.  Alfonso  Texidor 
will  introduce  poets 
Q.R.  Hand,  Jr. 

Ninoscka  "Nina"  Gwiazdon 

Thelma  Flores 

and 

Richard  Hack 

Behind  a  Closed  Door 

Nov.  15th  from  6pm  -  9pm 

Paintings  by  Ricardo  “Cachi”  Cartagena 

Artwork  from  1999  -  2002. 

Chilean  poet,  Paula  Tejeda,  will  also 
participate.  At  Pinata  Art  Gallery 
4268  Mission  St.  @  Silver  Ave. 

Info  Tel:  (415)  846-2822;  or 
cachi37@hotmail.com 
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Poem  of  the  Month 

UNFINISHED  PORTRAIT  OF  A  FRIEND  -  BY  QR  HAND  JR. 


Edited  by  Alfonso  Texidor 


In 


i  find  my  self  worrying  about  the  fixed 

like  the  weather  of  the  seasons  i  can  do  nothing  about 

like  the  reasons  of  second  nature’s  repetitious  fancies 

i  choke  at  rancid  cues  of 
stoned  too  high  to  tip  toe  around 
stumbling  premises  of  apt  gesture 
that  injest  a  little  too  much  far  gone  jest 
in  card  board  styling  and  water  rat  scurry 

i  smart  at  those  hipped  on  otherness 
who  hint  at  dues  with  indigo  obsolescence 
dribbling  from  the  corners  of  their  wit 

i  find  my  self  adopting  bad  habits 
thinking  a  bout  what  thought  has 
nothing  to  do  with  and  can’t  help 
looking  at  pictures  of  terminal  cancer  of  desire 
who  sniffle  and  wheeze  and  whisper  please 
in  sputter  and  grovel  for  tardy  resurrection 

mottled  complected  artistry 
in  rhine  stone  settings 
and  back  seat  jalopy  drag 

what  bad  thought  junkie  am  i 

strung  out  on  the  concrete  of  protean 

the  lisp  of  staggering  adjectives  in  forming  this 

sepia  image  drunk  with  multi  form  grey  and  guilty 

esoteric  verse  that  binds  and  hides  the  sun 

in  amorphous  profusions  nouns  listing  on  their  sides 

elegant  and  recondite  stumble  bum 
of  flair  and  lie  who  taxes 
my  all  too  narrow  filial  pretentions 
with  over  due  and  time  run  out  on 

visions  of  after  birth 
too  soft  with  low  down  matters 
of  no  matter  at  all  to  me 
but  a  bad  habit  I  have 


so  shoot  brother  shoot  it  shoot  it  up 

shoot  scum  shoot  some  scum  brother 

shoot  some  scum  in  the  night  shoot  it  at  high  noon 

belching  warm  prophecy  and  denial  in  one  act 

how  ever  beautiful  or  rank  brother 

bring  it  home  feed  my  habit  bad  but 

bring  no  more  thieves  to  my  door 

so  tighten  up  your  game  brother 
your  show  is  slipping  away  from  you 

get  your  act  together  brother  mending 
in  frozen  attentions  gliding  away  from  us 

when  snakes  fart  dimes  and  elephants  roost  in  trees 
i’ll  salute  your  nodding  efforts 


till  then  good  brother  tighten  your  game 
your  show  is  slipping  is  slipping  is 

slipping  slipping  slipping  slipped 
out  the  side  door  what  can  i  tell  you 

what  can  I  tell  you... 


what  can  I  tell  you 

so  my  man  you  made  a  step 
at  least  in  some  direction 
no  longer  treading  water 
in  boggy  bottom  fatigues 
hiding  from  your  own  images 
while  your  poems  sharpen  in  concept 
sucking  the  creamy  content  out  of  the  words 
and  the  sounds  and  shapes  they  make 
in  the  head  and  in  the  blood 

the  journals  vagaries  of  such  fine  seeing 
a  few  life  times  in  psychedelic  memory  tapes 
sketches  colored  pages 

collaged  in  brass  and  alabaster 
the  calligraphy 

the  music  of  the  music  of  memory 

how  the  bronx  sounds 
in  san  francisco 
summer  comfort  doldrums 
some  times  all  year  long 

how  the  bronx  sounds 
where  dreams  are  too  comfortable 
and  the  sun  sets  predominate 
predictably 

QR  Hand  jr.  is  a  member 
of  the  wordwind  chorus 
who  has  been  performing  poems 
with  saxophone  accompaniment 
for  over  15  years  in  the  bay  area 
and  is  a  retired 

community  mental  health  worker 
who  lived  and  worked 
in  the  mission  distnct 
of  San  Francisco. 

QR  moved  to  the  bay  area 
from  the  big  apple  in  1969 
and  presently  lives  in  Vallejo 
where  he's  working  on  his  own 
physical  and  emotional  health 
and  finishing  a  book  of  poems 
to  be  published  soon. 

He's  been  published 
in  numerous  journals 
and  anthologies 
and  has  recorded  poems 
included  on  audio  tapes 
and  a  CD. 
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vmiCfer4@  mindspring.  com 
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Thanksgiving! 


Send  poetry  submissions  to  the  New  Mission  News,  3288  21 ST  Street  #  202,  SF,  CA  94110. 


Cheesesteaks 


Featuring 
Niman  Ranch  Beef, 
Freshly  Pattied  Burgers 
$5.50  -  includes  Fries 

Now  Serving  Vegetarian 
Seitan  Sandwiches 
Garlic  Fries  Made 
Fresh  Daily 
1 1  am  -  I  Opm 
7  days  a  week 
3285  21st  street  (©Valencia) 


Call  Ahead... 

...and  your  order  will  be  ready! 


You  are  welcome  at  Mission  Dental  Building 
for  all  phases  of  dentistry. 

2440  Mission  Street  285-9900 


Open  Monday  -  Saturday  9.-5 


Robert  C.  Ceniceros,  D.D.S.  Peter  V.  Rengstorff,  D.D.S. 
Bryan  Arant,  D.D.S.  Ramona  L.  Lauron,  R.D.H. 


mi/zion 

ONE  HOUR  PHOTO 


We  are  the  source  of  Carnaval  SF  parade  photos 
lover  3000  photos  every  year!) 


FREE  FILM  with  developing  on  Sundays!  ii6  print  min  i 


One  Hour: 

color  film  develop  3x5,  4x6,  4x6 
full  frame  with  borders! 

Instant: 

passport  &.  immigration  photos 

print  to  print  service  -  enlarge  &  reduce 


Overnight: 

black  S'  white  proof  sheets 

1-3  days: 

enlargements  to  20“x3Q'  . 

2  days: 

slides  S.  b/w  develop  &  print 


2859  Mission  Street 
[between  .24th  Si  25th) 


(415)  648-6698 


Monday  to  Friday 
Saturday 
Sunday  , 


1:30-6:30 
1:00  -  6:OQ 
1 1:00-  5:30 
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Steppin’ 

out 


Sonny  Smith 


I  try  not  to  go 
to  art  openings... 


I  try  not  to  go  to  art  openings  these  days 
'cause  they've  always  made  me  angry  and 
irritable  afterwards  which  is  no  good  to  me 
or  anybody  but,  of  course,  every  once  in  a 
while  some  friend  or  a  friend  of  a  friend  is 
having  one  and  I  go  ‘cause.... they  get  me 
with  the  ‘support  your  starving  artist  friend’ 
card,  and  besides...  why  not  take  in  some 
art  on  this  pleasant  evening?  And  so  I  tell 
myself:  ‘get  in  there,  say  hi,  look  at  the 
walls,  drift  towards  the  concessions  table, 
dip  some  sliced  carrots,  pour  a  cup  of  wine 
and  start  again.  Do  this  same  scenario  four 
times,  then  leave.’ 

But  this  last  time  I  went  to  an  art  opening,  it 
became  more  than  a  trip  to  an  opening,  it 
became  an  American  odyssey.  This 
American  odyssey  I’m  about  to  repeat 
clarified  the  state  of  the  world  we  all  are 
suffering  through  right  now.  It  identified  the 
whole  complex  ‘American  empire  vs. 
anybody  who  stands  in  the  way  of  us’ 
problem.  I’ll  proceed. 

There  was  a  room,  and  there  was  a  girl,  and 
in  the  middle  of  the  room  the  girl  sat  on  a 
chair  and  she  put  a  piece  of  paper  over  her 
face.  And  to  the  piece  of  paper  she  took  an 
exacto  knife  and  cut  out  an  eyehole,  the 
blade  coming  within  millimeters  of  her 
eyeball.  It  took  her  about  5  long 
excruciating  minutes  for  her  to  cut  out  the 
eye  piece  until  she  finished  and  you  could 
see  her  eye.  Slowly  she  then  scooted  the 


chair  towards  the  wall  in  back  of  her.  When 
she  got  near  the  back  wall,  she  leaned  her 
chair  back  and  threw  her  head  back  into  the 
wall.  Once,  twice,  three  times,  quite  hard. 
Hard  enough  to  make  someone  dizzy  or 
even  pass  out.  While  still  leaning  the  chair 
back  against  the  wall,  basically  playing  with 
her  balance  like  a  bored  highschooler  in  the 
back  of  a  math  class,  she  reached  into  her 
pocket,  produced  a  crayon,  reached  behind ' 
herself  and  began  to  draw  scribbles  on  the 
wall  in  slow  motion,  all  the  while  looking  at 
us,  the  crowd,  through  her  one-eyehole 
paper  face.  Then,  after  a  good  ten  minutes 
of  this,  she  scooted  the  chair  back  towards 
the  center  of  the  room  where  two  big  coke 
bottles  were  standing.  She  opened  one,  (still 
with  the  paper  mask  on  with  the  one 
eyehole)  and  sloppily  poured  it  into  a  cup, 
making  a  bit  of  a  mess  on  the  floor.  Then 
she  drank  the  whole  cup  in  one  gulp,  and 
then  took  the  other  bottle  of  coke,  capped  it 
and  drank  the  whole  thing,  spilling  some  on 
herself  simultaneously.  That’s  a  lot  of  coke. 

Now,  there  was  a  string,  a  rope  if  you  will, 
tied  from  one  comer  of  the  room  to  the 
other  and  sagging  in  the  middle  so  that  an 
ambitious  kid,  say,  could  try  and  jump  over 
the  lowest  part.  The  girl  took  off  her  pants 
and  straddled  the  rope—  and  straddle  really 
is  the  correct  word  here,  because  the  lowest 
part  of  the  rope  was  really  about  an  inch 
higher  than  her  crotch.  Not  that  we  could 
totally  tell,  but  it  is  assumed  that  the  rope 
string  was  up  in  her  a  little  bit  because  the 
balls  of  her  toes  were  just  touching  the 
floor,  teeter-tottering  in  fact,  back  and  forth 
between  each  ball.  I  could  only  assume  she 
was  in  utter  pain,  but  who  could  really  tell 
with  the  one-eyeholed  mask  on.  As  she  was 


A  Swank  Neighborhood  Bar 
in  the  heart  of  San  Francisco’s 
New  Bohemia 


540.  Valencia  Street  (Between  1 6th  &  -1 7th) 

Open  2  to  2  •  Seven  Days  a  Week . 864" 24 1  9 


MISSION  CULTURAL  CENTER  FOR  LATINO  ARTS 
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GALLERY  HOURS:  MON.  -  SAT.  10:00AM  -  5:30PM 

■  2868  MISSION  ST.  •  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94110 
4 1 5.82 1,1155-  MISSIONCULTURALCENTER.ORG  - 


balancing  by  her  crotch  on  this  rope  string  positioning  his  body  and  doing  everything 
we  all  started  to  see  a  little  drip  crawl  down  but  squint  through  a  scope  (or  whatever 
her  left  leg  and  hit  the  floor:  it  came,  equivalent  one  might  do  with  an  AK  assault 
ushering  more  and  more,  and  was  soon  rifle).  We  froze  immediately  and  put  our 
identified  by  the  nose  as  urine.  To  watch  hands  up  as  fast  as  we  could.  We  stood 
her  pee  on  herself  was  most  entertaining,  there  with  our  hands  up  while  he  walked 
and  to  watch  her  pee  on  herself  for  so  long,  towards  us  with  the  AK  and  asked  us  all  the 
exactly  two  big  bottles  of  cokes  worth,  I  usual  questions,  one  by  one.  Who  are  we,', 
guess,  was  even  more  exhilarating.  The  pee  where  are  we  going,  why  are  we  here?  After 
just  kept  coming  and  coming  until  there  was  a  long,  very  long,  speech  on  how  we 
a  huge  puddle  on  the  floor.  It  reeked  and  the  weren’t  supposed  to  be  here,  and  af  cr 
crowd  had  to  shift  itself  so  the  ever-  searching  our  bags,  he  escorted  us  on  foot 
invading  pee  wouldn’t  make  contact  with  towards  a  government  entrance  gate  to  the 
their  shoes.  When  she  was  finally  done  Golden  Gate  Bridge.  Hut  he  couldn’t  let  us 
peeing  the  only  audio  segment  of  her  work  go:  he  had  to  call  CHP  and  hand  us  over  to 
came  in,  which  was  her  saying,  “Wow,  I  them,  so  after  an  hour  or  so,  and  the 
didn’t  think  I  could  pee  that  much.”  Finally  appearance  of  seven  more  state  military 
the  pee  stopped  invading  any  more  floor  personal  who  showed  up  to  check  us  out 
and  settled  into  a  big  puddle.  The  girl  and  give  a  speech  or  glare  or  basically  stand 
dismounted  from  her  trusty  rope-string  around,  we  were  finally  released  to  walk  to 
steed  and  proceeded  to  wipe  up  the  puddle  our  car,  though  we  had  no  idea  where 
with  various  rags  she  had  in  a  bucket  that  exactly  it  was  anymore, 
had  been  waiting  ever-so-patiently  in  the 

middle  of  the  room.  The  piece  was  over.  R  was  on  the  ride  home,  after  getting  cut  off 
,  by  a  SUV,  and  while  switching  through  all 

After  I  finished  my  obligatory  fourth  cup  of  ^*e  bay  area  radio  stations,  and  after  we  saw' 
wine,  I  headed  with  my  friends  to  Baker  a  beggar  in  the  median  acting  as  a  sort  of 
Beach  to  further  examine  what  we  just  PuPPeteer  to  a  coffee  can  that  held  whatever 
experienced.  Walking  along  the  beach,  we  change  he  might  receive,  that  I  realized  wjiy 
found  ourselves  in  a  nice  trance  and  Americans  are  at  war  with  Iraq;  why,  in 
apparently  walked  slightly  too  far,  going  fact,  Americans  are  at  war  with  everybody 
past  a  fence  that  was  quite  obvious  on  the  and  anybody  that  stands  in  their  way  or 
land  but  did  not  actually  cross  the  beach,  doesn’t  even  stand  in  their  way,  necessarily; 
When  we  finally  realized  we  had  gone  too  wlly  America,  in  fact,  has  been  robbing  and 
far  we  made  a  rather  stupid  decision  to  go  pillaging  everybody  and  anybody  and  our 
upwards,  up  hill,  rather  than  just  turning  very  own  selves  ever  since  our 
around.  This  put  us  quite  officially  on  glorious/inglorious  beginning  four  hundred 
government  property.  We  were  way  up  >'cars  ago:  because  we  are  insane.  We  are  a 
underneath  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  nation  of  insane  people.  Also  a  nation  of 
looking  over  the  cliffs  and  watching  the  mostly  stupid  people.  Not  just  ignorant,  but 
Blue  Angels  demonstrate  our  taxes,  when  actually  stupid.  Not  only  ignorant  and 
some  kind  of  Rambo-looking  state  trooper  stupid,  but  the  bulk  of  us  brainwashed, 
military  guy  came  running  towards  us  with  Seriously,  most  of  Americans  are 
an  AK  assault  rifle.  When  he  got  near  us  we  brainwashed.  And  usually  fat.  Not  to 
began  to  walk  towards  him,  meaning  to  ask  ment‘on  quite  violent,  and  one  not-so-good 
him  how  exactly  we  might  get  home.  When  excuse  away  from  killing  someone.  Insane, 
he  saw  us  approaching  him  he  froze  'gnoranh  stupid,  brainwashed,  fat,  violent 
suddenly  and  got  himself  practically  into  a  kiIlcrs  >s  what  America  is  mostly  made  up 
shooting  stance,  clutching  his  gun  and  of  Can  y°u  8°  outside  and  then  really  argue 

with  me? 
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